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“*“Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free’’ 


H. Armstrong Roberts 


Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants 
thereof—Leviticus XXV:10 
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Caught in the Conflict 


American Foreign Missions Conference Finds New Application of 
“Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens” 


By Nona M. Diehl, Philadelphia 


“Tue lamps are going out all over 
Europe. They have been going out for 
some time. Thank God, however, that 
here and there a flame is still burning.” 
With these words, Dr. A. L. Warn- 
shuis, secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, began his address 
on the distressed missions of the world. 
Distressed—because the sending 
churches in Continental Europe and in 
Great Britain are compelled by their 
own distress to discontinue full sup- 
port, and yet in some places the dark- 
ness proves to be only a temporary 
“blackout.” Behind the dark exterior 
surroundings, groups of Christians are 
still gathering to reiterate their faith 
in the sovereignty of God. 

Delegates to the Foreign Missions 
Conference were told by another 
speaker that when the Provisional 
Committee of the World Council of 
Churches met in Geneva in January 
there were seventeen representatives 
from as many nations in attendance. 
Up to this time church offices in Europe 
have not become subject to national 
policies. It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that most of the churches in 
Europe are in dispersion, in suppres- 
sion, or in exile. In the face of the total 
world situation, churches must give a 
demonstration in the midst of war of 
what they mean by their professed 
faith. “As a family of God, we must 
bear one another’s burdens. Our own 
spiritual vitality is at stake if we can 
be negligent of the cares of others.” 


Orphaned Missions 

To care for orphaned missions 
throughout the world is one of the im- 
peratives of the Church. The parent- 
age of a large proportion of these mis- 
sions has been in Continental Europe 
or Great Britain. In spite of the neces- 
sity for increased attention to home 
base problems, however, European 
Boards of Missions have kept up a de- 
gree of support of their missions which 
is most amazing. Of the total number 
of missionaries in the world—27,577— 
11,500 are from European societies. As 
long as the war lasts and for some time 
thereafter greatly decreased receipts 
from sending countries in Europe will 
be obvious. “Unless Christians from 
other lands step into this breach, dis- 
astrous results will follow in some 
fields, and the major constructive work 
of the church for laying the founda- 
tions of a Christian world order will 
operate at five-sixths of its present 
modest level.” 


Conference of Outgoing 
Missionaries 

It was an encouraging coincidence 
that on the day when President Roose- 
velt was imploring the nation to pool 
and give its material resources to the 
limit, 95 new missionaries went into 
conference to discuss the spiritual re- 
sources which they will take with them 
to the fields to which they have con- 
secrated their service. This conference 
of outgoing missionaries was held at 
Swarthmore College also, and the eve- 
ning sessions were joint sessions with 
the Foreign Missions Conference. These 
95 missionaries represented a group of 
more than 300 new missionaries who 
have gone out during the past year 
from Boards co-operating with the 
Foreign Missions Conference. The 95 
present were from fifteen boards. 

The missionaries were urged by one 
speaker to take with them good health, 
good humor, good common sense, good 
grace, and above all an abiding faith in 
Him Who goes with them. They were 
admonished to have a sympathetic at- 
titude toward those whom they are to 
serve and with whom they will serve 
as comrades. If placed in positions of 
supervision, it was suggested that they 
soft-pedal “super” and major on 
“vision.” 


Continued Promotion Required 
Effective promotion of the missionary 
enterprise is always essential. The 
present world situation is increasing 
the skepticism of many who have never 
had a zeal for missions. On the other 
(Continued on page 29) 


DEATHS TELEGRAPHED 


Dr. T. Hartic, president of the Mani- 
toba Synod, died suddenly June 25 in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 


CuartEes H. B. Lewis, D.D., Field 
Secretary of the Parish and Church 
School Board, died June 21 in Fre- 
mont, Nebr. His death was due to an 
attack of angina pectoris. While it was 
known that he had been the victim of 
this ailment, its seriousness was not 
appreciated and news of his death came 
as a great shock. His work has earned 
him the esteem of the Church. Pastors 
and Sunday school workers were 
deeply appreciative of his activities in 
his field. 

A fuller appreciation of the services 
rendered the Church by Dr. Hartig and 
Dr. Lewis will appear in later issues. 
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The Great Inheritance 


In no home where there are young people approach- 
ing manhood and womanhood should parents neglect 
to give children the inheritance of civic principles that 
have distinguished the American form of government. 
If a divinely established example is sought, it can be 
found in the requirement placed upon Israel’s elders 
that they should tell to their boys at age twelve the 
history of their ancestor’s escape from bondage. The 
celebration of the Passover, continued to this day wher- 
ever devout Jews are living, has served to keep them 
loyal to Jehovah their God. 

An American parent should not permit his children 
to assume the duties of citizenship without clear-cut 
information about the resources which the next gen- 
eration of Americans will inherit if they are worthy of 
so great a legacy. The resources of a land of abundance, 
participation in a highly varied and developed culture, 
and freedom of worship have enabled this country to 
become literally a land of promise. Nowhere else has 
so much been in reach of every class of people. 

Our fathers, conscious of the blessings enjoyed by 
them, were wise enough to recognize the source of 
their privileges, courageous enough to defend them, 
and humble enough to thank God for them. Likewise 
they had the consciousness of ownership and control 
that protected them in cherishing faith and morality 
with reference to wealth and learning. When that most 
typical of Americans, President Lincoln, referred on a 


field of fierce battle “‘to this nation under God,” he was 
reflecting the character of men and women who not 
only discerned their inheritance of a destiny, but who 
counted themselves worthy of achieving and enjoying it. 

The greater freedom which our democracy confers 
upon us is in operation in the relation of parents to 
children. Some years ago the Supreme Court denied 
the state complete sovereignty in education, declaring 
against the constitutionality of what is known as the 
Oregon School Law because it affected the basic rights 
of the American family. But no right is self-defended. 
In recent years there have arisen philosophies that are 
derived from overvaluation of what is material. There 
are systems of government that aim at the complete 
overthrow of family rights, declaring them dependent 
on the enactments of the state. Religion is by such 
theories either completely emptied of supernatural 
elements, or it is reduced to such dictation as the state 
finds convenient for totalitarian control. 

We deem utterly deficient in human love for their 
children those parents who neglect the nourishment of 
their own flesh and blood. In times of stress they are 
disloyal who disregard the promptings of patriotism. 
And what title other than traitor can be given the 
parent who neglects to implant in the hearts and minds 
of his sons and daughters that regard for duty to coun- 
try which comprehends intelligent love of free institu- 
tions and determination to preserve them? 
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he Chuvee in The News 


Protestant Democracy 

PROTESTANTS don’t deserve credit for inventing 
democracy, but they had a lot to do with establishing it 
in America, explains the Roman Catholic weekly, 
America. 

And Protestants must shoulder the blame for short- 
comings of the 1940 style of democracy in this land. 

The best elements in democracy are older than Prot- 
estantism, and continuously in- 
dependent of it, our Roman 
Catholic writer declares. But 
early American democracy did 
center around the little village 
church. 

In colonial days, a man’s re- 
ligion influenced everything in 
his life. “Americans once fitted 
their politics, social life, cul- 
ture, education, and everyday 
business activities into a larger 
scheme which included an ac- 
knowledgment of God and His law.” 

Now this influence of religion on politics has broken 
down. “The political institutions that were born in a 
religious atmosphere, and were nurtured and defended 
by strong religious convictions are now exposed to a 
killing blight.” The mad pursuit of material gain has 
deadened the spiritual faculties of America. A nation 
worships the almighty dollar. While the body of democ- 
racy has grown, its spirit has been shrinking. 

Of course the Roman Catholic writer believes that 
the gradual exclusion of religious influence from our 
political, social, economic, and cultural life is because 
the work of the Reformers is a complete washout. We 
can deny that, and still admit we have quite a duty in 
struggling for a Christ-centered national life. 


New Hymnal for Episcopalians 

Wuen deputies gather at the general convention of 
the Episcopal Church in October, they will be asked 
to act on the question of a new hymnal. 

A commission, which labored during the last three 
years in selecting 600 hymns, will present its results. 

There is always the question of old favorites to be met 
when revision of hymnals is under way. The Episcopal 
commission sent to two qualified persons in each of 
eighty-five dioceses and missionary districts the proof 
sheets of the hymns selected. Opinions were requested. 
Each person on this advisory list had some particular 
hymn which he thought should be included. There were 
404 favorites, not in the original selection, called for. 
The most popular of these had only 21 votes. 

Music for the proposed hymnal has not been selected. 
There is reluctance in Episcopal parishes to meet the 
expense of putting music editions in the pews, although 
the hymnal commission declares that the Church will 
not have good congregational singing until music edi- 
tions are in use. A compromise proposal is to issue a 
hymnal containing the notes of melody of each hymn. 
reserving the full music edition for use of choirs. 


By G. ELson RUFF 
Religion in Life 

At twenty-five minutes past eight each weekday 
morning, the employees of the First National Bank of 
Pikeville, Ky., enter the directors’ room, welcomed by 
soft music. 

The bookkeeper seats herself at the electric organ, and 
with the singing of a hymn the morning worship begins. 
The leader for the day reads ten verses from the Bible. 
Another hymn; a poem is read; a third hymn, and a few 
short talks; these complete the service. 

It is said around Pikeville that when the bank opens 
at nine, the employees always greet the customers cheer- 
fully, and try to be of real service. It is a general opinion 
that kindliness radiates from the bank throughout the 
community, because certain people have begun their 
day well. 


With God in the Dark 

From Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Norway comes, via 
The Lutheran Herald, an eloquent statement made on 
the eve of his country’s invasion. We quote in part: 

“Peace and the future will be won by those who have 
the greatest, strength of mind. There is no use telling 
each other, ‘Just take it easy!’ or, on the contrary, mak- 
ing each other nervous by painting the worst possikle 
situations. We shall unite around the purpose of 
strengthening each other. 

“Tf we are to be persons who radiate strength to one 
another, we must have a solid foundation under our 
feet. There must be a well-spring of power which is 
new every day. 

“That God lives, and that God in His life embraces us, 
is the gospel of peace. We could not risk our lives on 
anything of the kind, were it not attested in the life and 
victory of Jesus Christ. ‘In the night in which He was 
betrayed’—in that dark night He lifted the cup of bless- 
ing to establish a new covenant between men and God. 
‘Believe in God,’ He said, and as if He knew how difficult 
that might be, He added: ‘Believe in me! For you have 
seen me live, work, and suffer, and be betrayed, yet 


victorious, in the end. The betrayal shall not possess the 


victory. God lives and you shall live. 

The gospel is not a demand that we hold fast to God, 
but a promise that God holds us fast. 

“This peace also costs us something. It costs to tear 
off all the bonds which tenaciously bind us to things. 
Your secret or revealed fears are the symptoms of your 
fetters. The gospel of peace does not exempt from dif- 
ficult choices, decisions, or great sacrifices of honor, 
pleasure, or power. Neither does it exempt us from 
planning, forethought, or responsibility. With the peace 
of God in our hearts, we have the mind which weighs 
quietly and without panic, which purifies our thoughts. 

“Peace is only won by entering the combat together 
with God. It is in the conflict we experience peace. We 
do not escape easily, even if our hearts are bound to 
God. God Himself is fighting, God Himself is suffering, 
since He has united Himself to us and never will for- 
sake us. Hence it costs to live. God’s peace is for this 
kind of life, not for a life of lethargy.” 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Ju.tus F. SEEBACH 


Others Beside Pacifists will deprecate the terminology 
used recently (June 6) by Miss Isabel Hoey, daughter 
of North Carolina’s governor, in the naming of the 
nation’s latest battleship. As Miss Hoey broke a bottle 
of champagne upon the bow of the massive vessel being 
launched, she said: “I christen thee North Carolina.” 
The word “christen,” unfortunately, has acquired a 
purely nominal meaning in its official status, in which 
it is even spared the dignity of a capital beginning. Yet 
it must always, for the thoughtful at least, be recog- 
nized as containing the name of Christ. For this reason 
alone the word, and the sacrament to which it was 
originally attached, deserves a higher regard and a finer 
reticence in its use than it commonly receives. As a 
matter of fact, is the use of the word a happy one for 
the purpose indicated? Is it an appropriate symbol for 
the naming of an engine of destruction? And, by the 
way, why use champagne to dedicate a vessel to a life 
upon the “big drink,” which is all water? 


War-born Miracles are in the offing. They are born 
of great strain and the rallying of resolution, and we 
have had much of that lately. So was born “Le Comrade 
Blanc” for the French in the World War, fashioned, no 
doubt, of the mingled ministries of nurse and surgeon 
and priest. So to the English in that same struggle, on 
an occasion of inevitable disaster, came a vision. To 
1,000 British soldiers, hopelessly outnumbered, came as 
a blinding flash in the sky the spectacle of hundreds of 
old English bowmen, as one of their lieutenants prayed 
aloud to St. George, the patron saint of Britain. Under 
its influence they rushed forward and smashed the line 
of their foe. But later visions have not been so happy 
in their achievements, though equal heroism has been 
displayed in later conflicts. Four years ago the Ethio- 
pians believed they saw their tricolor painted on the 
sky above them, and took it for a sure token of their 
eventual triumph; but they were vanquished. Last win- 
ter Finnish soldiers, fighting desperately, saw an angel 
in the heavens, “facing Soviet Russia with arms out- 
stretched as if protecting the Finns.” Nevertheless the 
Finns finally submitted to Russia. Last February, in the 
sector of the Maginot Line occupied by the British con- 
tingent, an outpost of “Tommies” suddenly saw “an 
image of the Virgin Mary in the clouds, with her arms 
outstretched in entreaty.” It was a trick of the Ger- 
mans, who must have thought they were confronted by 
the French. They had projected the image from a 
lantern, as a patrol of investigation discovered. And 
now Dorothy Thompson is telling us that a new vision 
of Joan of Arc is impending for the French, because the 
thought of the Maid who saved France was never “so 
vivid as it is now in France.” 


The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, looking a 
generation ahead, paints a dark picture for future world 
population. Calling attention to the present shortage 
in the world’s armies of “young men in their twenties, 
whose numbers fall far short of normal because birth 
rates dropped a generation ago,” on account of the 
World War and its losses, Metropolitan Life predicts 


“an extremely high proportion of old persons and of 
women in the prime of life, either widowed or con- 
demned to spinsterhood and childlessness,” as a result 
of the present conflict. The conditions, however, are 
already here. The Statistical Review of England and 
Wales for 1938, recently issued, reports that women 
outnumbered men by 1,631,000 at that time and place. 
Most of these “cannot hope to find husbands,” and the 
present war will make this situation worse. The same 
condition obtains likewise in Germany, in spite of the 
unorthodox devices used to stimulate births. A recent 
official report (May 24) stated the total number of 
births in the Reich during 1939 was 1,633,078, or 1.2 
per cent below the number required to maintain Ger- 
many’s present population. 


The Agitation for immediate universal drafting of the 
nation’s man-power has an interesting, though not as- 
suring, sidelight thrown upon it by the recent peace- 
time enlistment drive for the Regular Army in Southern 
New York. Of the applicants who presented themselves 
for enlistment, 32 per cent had to be rejected during 
the first few days because of physical defects. It is 
estimated that more than 60 per cent of the applicants 
in the urban districts will have to be rejected for all 
causes. Among these causes may be listed the 5 per 
cent who were too young; 5 per cent rejected because 
of criminal records; 12 per cent because the authorities 
could not uncover their antecedents, and in this time 
of “fifth column” suspicion that is important; other per- 
centages of rejection were due to bad teeth, defective 
eyes and hearts, deficient height and weight. It will be 
understood from this record that, for the 2,650 recruits 
needed to fill the Second Corps Area’s quota by the end 
of June, a great many more than that number would 
have to be examined. 


Chile, Having discovered in these days of agitation 
that aliens with totalitarian backgrounds and propen- 
sities had bought up important land rights in strategic 
parts of their country, and in regions close to the neigh- 
boring Argentine frontier, over which they were being 
supplied with materials necessary to their subsistence 
and other plans, has decided to revise drastically its land 
laws. Hereafter foreign enterprises or societies will not 
be allowed to buy rural lands of any kind. Foreign 
companies now operating in Chile must within three 
years sell out, or be transformed into native enterprises. 
Aliens may buy only up to 500 hectares of irrigated, or 
2,000 hectares of unirrigated land, provided these lands 
do not touch the national boundaries. Aliens, col- 
lectively, may not own more than 10 per cent of the 
land in any given region of Chile. Aliens of nations 
which provide for dual nationality—that is, those which 
continue a hold on their emigrants—may not own land 
within 10 kilometers of Chile’s frontiers; may not own 
an island on its shores or lakes; may not take posses- 
sion of land without permission of the proper author- 
ities. Chile has no desire for remote control from any 
self-appointed or self-arrogating source. 


Some weeks ago I read an 
article in a city paper entitled, 
“Chivalry Is Dormant in Youth of 
Today.” It was an article, sup- 
posedly written by girls, in which they bemoaned the 
fact that, in their estimation, chivalry in boys and young 
men was decidedly a thing of the past. I wondered 
whether some of the things they said were true. If they 
were, then a lot of things have changed in the last two 
decades, more than I and most people realized. I deter- 
mined to find out. Accordingly I enlisted the co-opera- 
tion of our local high school principal and prepared a 
questionnaire—of twenty questions—which we later 
submitted to the student body without any advance 
warning having been given. It was “sprung” on them as 
a surprise one afternoon. Eight hundred fifty-five out 
of a student body of 900 very graciously, and, we be- 
lieve, very honestly, answered the questions. Not more 
than two per cent gave answers that could be regarded 
as flippant or irrelevant. 

Ours is a town of 20,000, with 25 or 30 churches. 
Naturally, I was interested, first, in knowing how many 
of the 855 high school boys and girls were members of 
a church or Sunday school. Need I say that I was de- 
lightfully surprised to find that 651 of the 855 were mem- 
bers of a church. 204 were not. 616 were members of a 
Sunday school. 239 were not. When we remember that 
in the 239 were doubtless those of Catholic persuasion, 
who have no Sunday school, the figures were most 
gratifying. The most disturbing figure of all was that of 
46, boys and girls who were members of neither church 
nor Sunday school. 


How Often? 

To belong to the church and to attend the services of 
the church are two different things. Hence, our second 
question was: “How often do you attend the services 
of the church?” It has been said that 85 per cent of 
those who attend church these days are over 40 years 
of age. What I wanted to know was what percentage of 
these 855 senior high school students attended the serv- 
ices of the church. And this is what the survey in- 
dicated: 

59 of the 855 attended church two or more times a 
week 

460 attended once a week. (Included in this group were 
the Catholic students who indicated that they 
attended at least once a week as a matter of 
obligation.) 

69 attended once in two weeks 

20 attended once in three weeks 

5 three times a month 

59 once a month 

7 five times a year 

4 four times a year 

5 three times a year 

13 twice a year 

10 once a year 


An Informing Inquiry 


855 High School Students Respond to Questions on 
Personal Habits 


By LuTHER A. Krouseg, Pottstown, Pa. 
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48 attended every now and then 
97 attended not at all. 

I was interested, in the third 
place, in knowing how often these 
855 boys and girls went to the movies. About two hours 
is required for church and Sunday schools—two hours 
for the average movie program. How did attendance 
at the two compare? This is what I found: 

308 went on the average once a week 
186 went twice a week 

31 three times a week 

12 four times a week 

3 said every night 

35 said whenever there was a good picture 
once every two weeks 

60 once a month 

85 every now and then 

11 not at all. 

Now if you will take the time to multiply these fig- 
ures, as I did, you will find that whereas these 855 stu- 
dents go to church 34,000 times a year, approximately, 
they go to the movies 51,000 times a year. Or, the aver- 
age high school student goes to the movies one and a 
half times as often as he goes to church. And I found 
this to be significant—that the students who went most 
frequently to the movies were the ones who went least 
frequently to church! However, when we remember 
that these young folks have seven days in which they 
can go to the movies and one day, as a rule, when they 
can go to church, the comparison is, what I would call 
very, very favorable. 

What can we do to make the services of the church 
more attractive to young folks? This question provoked 
a variety of answers. A large number pleaded for more 
services in which the young people might co-operate. 
They asked for shorter sermons and shorter services and 
for sermons on topics of interest to young people. One 


suggested that a woman in the pulpit would do the trick. 


Another said: “Put the prettiest girls in the choir!” 


Prayer Life 

I was interested, too, in the prayer life of the high 
school student. 827 of the 855 answered in reply to this 
interrogation that they did pray. Only 28 indicated that 
they never prayed. When I asked for what they prayed, 
I again got a variety of answers. Naturally, they prayed 
for the things that loom large in the lives of high school 
boys and girls—for the life and health of those near and 
dear to them, that they might pass in their examina- 
tions, etc. Some of the girls indicated that they had 
prayed for boy friends and that their prayers had been 
answered. 

The problem that perplexes most parents, perhaps 
more than any one problem, is that of proper boy and 
girl relationships. That it is a serious problem those of 
us who are parents know. That no one knows what is 
the correct answer, or that there is little agreement as 
to what is the correct answer, I’m honest enough to 


July 3, 1940 


confess. Eternal vigilance on the part of those of us who 
are parents is perhaps the best advice that I can give. 
Personally, I do not believe that boys and girls of the 
early teen age should have privileges that ought to be 
reserved for the later teen age. But that is something 
that each parent must work out for himself or herself 
with his or her child. It is something, however, that we 
ought to be concerned about. Children ought not to be 
allowed to drift into promiscuous relationships. 


Dates and “Petting” 

That some guidance is needed was indicated by the 
answers to the next two questions: Should boys and 
girls of high school age have steady dates, and is petting 
generally practiced by high school boys and girls? To 
the first question the vast majority gave affirmative 
answers. To the second question 602 of the 855 an- 
swered, Yes. And I had asked them to answer on the 
basis of their own experiences! 

With regard to smoking, 517 said it was all right for 
boys of this age to smoke. 125 said it was all right for 
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girls of this age to smoke. On the subject of cheating, 
while the majority confessed it was not right, they 
admitted that “it was a very present help in time of 
trouble.” 666 of the 855 said they never touched in- 
toxicating beverages. Kay Kyser’s program was their 
favorite radio program, and so on, and so on! 

The conclusion to which I personally came was that 
youth, or at least Pottstown youth, was not nearly so 
bad as he has been painted. If our boys and girls are 
not in church as often as we would like to see them in 
church, perhaps the primary reason is that their parents 
are not there either. And people who live in glass houses 
should not throw stones! Human actions are controlled 
by human instincts, and fundamentally these instincts 
are the same today as they were thousands of years ago. 
It is the environments of life that change and the “mat- 
ter” with young people today is that they are not yet 
comfortably adjusted to the new environment in which 
we all find ourselves. Our job—as elders—is to teach 
youth to swim in the new waters, rather than to attempt 
to stem the tide of change and progress. 


God’ Hour and Man’ Task 


(Acts 1: 6, 7) 
By RAYMOND T. STAMM 


“Lorp, tell us about the future,” is man’s oldest and 
most natural prayer. He prays it always, but most 
vehemently in war time. When greed and lust for power 
break through the thin crust of civilization, men flee to 
the prophet. The road to Endor is choked with spir- 
itual refugees who follow King Saul to learn their fate. 
Astrologers and numerologists, palmists and wizards 
flourish like trees planted by the rivers of superstition. 
The boast of science and the pomp of education are 
still belied by fear of No. 13; and people keep on buying 
horoscopes and trying to forecast the future from the 
lines of the Great Pyramid. The road to Endor is “the 
oldest road and the craziest road of all,” and in the 
code of Deuteronomy it is said that “whosoever doeth 
these things is an abomination to the Lord” (Deut. 
28: 12). Jesus said, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons.” 

“Preacher, What About Prophecy?” 

What shall a Lutheran pastor say to his members and 
their friends and relatives who attend a “Tabernacle” 
or a “School of the Bible,” or listen to a radio “Witness,” 
when they ask, “Why do you not preach prophecy?” 
Many of these people are sincere and deeply pious, but 
highly emotional, and when their curiosity about the 
future is not satisfied, they want to know why we are 
neglecting “prophecy.” And so, especially if they hap- 
pen to have some other ground for grievance, they leave 
us and join one of the cults of the Predictors. They 
may become trouble makers, coming in by radio and 
not sparing the flock. How can we help them and at 
the same time guard the sheep against them? 


Jesus’ Answer 
Jesus did not grant His disciples’ Ascension Day 
prayer for knowledge about the future, but He prom- 


ised them something far better. They would receive 
power to witness for Him. He told them to take up the 
cross and follow Him, and He warned them to watch 
and pray; but He did not reveal to them the day and the 
hour when His Kingdom would come in its fullness. 
“Of that day or that hour knoweth no one, not even the 
angels in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father” 
(Mark 13: 32). That ought to be plain enough: not 
knowledge of the future, but power to be missionaries 
and cross-bearers, “both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.” 
The Christian task is to convert men to believe in Jesus 
and to follow Him as the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
in all times and in all circumstances, in peace and in 
war, at home and abroad, in shop and on farm, in 
school and business and politics, until the whole lump 
of human life is leavened. The sooner we reconcile 
ourselves to God’s will that we walk by faith and not 
by knowledge of the future, the better for us. Our 
whole duty is to witness each day for Jesus, without 
being anxious for the future. We are saved by God’s 
grace, and not by any occult knowledge of “the shape 
of things to come.” It is all too easy to slip out from 
the yoke of Christ’s Kingdom of serving love to all 
mankind and waste one’s time in tinkering with the 
hands of the apocalyptic clock. 


The Faults of the Predictors 

In their study of the Bible, the predictors, pre- 
millennialist or post-millennialist or just plain millen- 
nialist without any prefix at all, too seldom show a sense 
of proportion. In the Scriptures the word “prophesy” 
means much more than “foretell”; it also means “forth- 
tell,” that is, to speak forth God’s will to man’s con- 
science: “He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; 
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and what doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
thy God?” (Micah 6: 8.) Prediction is but the minor 
part of prophecy. The “prophecies” of the Bible are 
not a blueprint showing all the details of the future. 
God has left many a line and dimension unrevealed, 
and Jesus says that He has withheld the key from us. 
When some cocksure interpreter of prophecy claims to 
have it, we need only to ask him whether God has 
changed His mind about our having to walk by faith 
and not by sight. There is hardly one of them, no mat- 
ter how sure he is that he is right, who will not be con- 
tradicted by another, and so they are notoriously prolific 
of sects. If their “revelation” were what they claim it 
to be, there could be no disagreement. As it is, their 
solutions agree neither with each other nor with history. 


The Rule of Interpretation 

The predictors usually violate the first commandment 
for intelligent Bible reading, which is to study each 
book of Scripture by the light of its writer’s purpose in 
relation to the times in which he and his first readers 
were living. They tear the book of Daniel out of its 
origin in the revolt of Judas the Maccabee against 
King Antiochus Epiphanes in 168 B. C., and they do 
not take John seriously when he says that his Rev- 
elation on Patmos is of “the things which must shortly 
come to pass,” and when he closes it with the words 
of Jesus, “Yea, I come quickly.” John was writing for 
his own time. His “beast” was the Emperor Domitian, 
so cruel that men said he was Nero come to life again. 
John was not “predicting” the Turk or the Czar, 
Napoleon, the Kaiser, the Pope, nor any of our own 
contemporary fiihrers. His immediate concern was the 
deadly conflict between the seven churches that were 
in Asia and the ancient patrioteers who said, “The Em- 
pire, right or wrong,” and demanded that all men wor- 
ship the Emperor as God. To the Christians who stood 
in danger of death and the confiscation of their property 
John said: “Stand firm! A new heaven and a new 
earth are coming. The victory is ours, for God, and not 
man, is on the throne.” That is God’s word to Christians 
in every age and in every country which insists that 
they worship the dictators and obey the racketeers who 
call themselves patriots and whose motto is, “My coun- 
try, right or wrong.” 


Hard Terms of Judgment 

More serious still is the self-complacency, not to say 
callousness, revealed by so many of these people in the 
face of the horrible torments which they are so ready 
to predict for the great majority of mankind here and 
hereafter. Being sure that they belong to the 144,000, 
they do not love the world as God loved it when He 
gave His only begotten Son to save it. Jesus said, “Love 
your enemies, and pray for them that persecute you; 
that ye may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.” 
But one gets the impression that some of them will be 
rather glad to see Him on Judgment Day make infinite 
and eternal the vengeance which He forbade them to 
take on earth, and that theirs is but an interim forgive- 
ness of their enemies. Their Christ is not so much the 
Jesus Who prayed, “Father, forgive them,” as the 
Crimson Fury from Bozrah whose garments are spattered 
with the blood of his enemies. They love to tell the 
story, no longer of His love, but of the “winepress”— 
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gory with human blood “in a stream so deep that for 
two hundred miles it came up to the horses’ bridles” 
(Rev. 14: 20). Certainly God punishes sin, and will 
punish it, both now and hereafter; but, if we are not to 
think of God as being less than man at his best, His 
punishment must be thought of as remedial, and not as 
vindictive or annihilative. To consign the world to in- 
evitable destruction, despite all that the Church through 
Christ can do to save it, is sheer fatalism. 


“Where Is the Promise of His Coming?” 

Man’s perennial interest in prophecy grows out of 
his need for comfort. It is easier to face one’s troubles 
if one can believe that they and his deliverance from 
them have been predicted. But it goes much deeper 
than that. It is rooted in the faith that God has His 
purposes, is working them out, and will not be thwarted 
by rebellious human wills. It believes that whatsoever 
a man sows that shall he—and others—also reap. But 
mortals are impatient of God’s patience, and of His long, 
slow interval between seedtime and harvest. They want 
to pull up the tares at once so that the Kingdom may 
come quickly. 

The seer of Patmos expected Christ’s coming with 
victory “soon.” But the Lord continued to delay. Why? 
That was the question which the writer of the Second 
Epistle of Peter had to answer: “Where is the promise 
of his coming? for, from the day that the Fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the be- 
ginning of creation” (II Peter 3: 4). To these “mockers” 
he replied: “(One day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is 
not slack concerning His promise as some count slack- 
ness but is longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance.” 

That is the reason why God is patient. He was, and 
still is, in Christ reconciling the world to Himself. It is 
good for Christians to feel that their King’s business 
requires haste. But, on the other hand, while we are 
doing all that we can to establish His Kingdom on earth 
as it is in heaven, we must not allow ourselves to be — 
discouraged by the delay, nor despair of the future while 
our building is being bombed by the enemy. For ours 
are the things which cannot be shaken. There is a case 
in the Court of Eternity (John 16: 1-24). The world 


is prosecuting the church on the charge that the Chris- 


tian way of love and forgiveness is unrealistic, imprac- 
ticable and subversive of national safety in the face of 
the dictators who claim that their might is their right. 
But the Evangelist, with the eye of faith, sees it just 
the other way about: it is the case of the Church vs. 
the World. The Holy Spirit, “the Comforter,” is the 
Prosecutor, and it is the world which is to be convicted 
and convinced that its belief that it could reap peace and 
prosperity by fighting and killing and sowing hatred 
was a lie from the beginning. Christ’s way, if He “be 
lifted up” on the Cross, and thereby in the hearts of 
His followers, is to “draw” all men, not by force, but 
by love. The Cross is the power of God controlled by 
redeeming love; and the power to bear one’s cross is 
infinitely better than knowledge of times or seasons 
(I Cor. 13). Not the least of God’s mercies lies in His 
withholding that knowledge from us: if we had it, life 
might sink to the level of boredom or go mad with fear. 
It is enough to know that Christ will be ever with us. 
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Wuat of tomorrow? 
This is a question that 
arises quite early in the 
history of any organ- 
ization which is con- 
vinced of the value of 
its mission. It is not at 
all unnatural, there- 
fore, that early in the 
history of the Women’s 
Missionary Society an 
interest arose in edu- 
cating children. “Mis- 
sion Bands” came into existence. Many of the adult 
members of the Missionary Society today, missionaries 
at work in our fields, and leaders in the Church at home 
recall missionary impressions of their childhood received 
as members of “Mission Bands.” 

After the organization of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, the children who were members of the 
Women’s Missionary Society were organized into Light 
Brigades. The number of Light Brigades grew rapidly 
until more than 40,000 children were enrolled as mem- 
bers. Their programs were missionary programs, usually 
used in monthly meetings. Their gifts went for ob- 
jectives taken from the regular budget of the Women’s 
Missionary Society in different fields. Several of the 
missionaries whose support was included became known 
to the children as their missionaries in a very special 
sense. 

Conventions usually featured a Light Brigade Rally 
or a special program, and those children who were priv- 
ileged to attend—usually the children of the community 
in which the convention was held—had the joy of meet- 
ing missionaries personally. At general conventions the 
number of missionaries has been twenty-five or thirty. 


Us six. 
—N 


The Children of the Church 

The program for The Children of the Church which 
has merged former Light Brigades and Junior Luther 
Leagues has now been successfully begun. In order 
to have a uniform program for all the children in all 
the congregations of the United Lutheran Church in 
America the Church appointed a special committee to 
project such a plan. Sensing the need for more time 
spent with the children in a religious education pro- 
gram, the committee planned material for weekly ses- 
sions. Conscious also of the fact that the children of 
our Church must be educated with respect to the entire 
work of the Church, the committee has projected a pro- 
gram which is all inclusive in this respect. In other 
words the program is “missions plus.” (The whole pro- 
gram of the Church is, of course, missionary, but we use 
“missions” here in its more generally recognized con- 
notation.) 

The financial objectives of the former Light Brigades 
and the Junior Luther Leagues with a few revisions 
have provided a stewardship program which interests 
the children in all the fields of work in which our 
Church is engaged. This program should prepare the 


Children: of the Chi uC 
And the Missionary Program 


By Nona M. Dien, Philadelphia 


children for their re- 
sponsibility to the be- 
nevolence budget of 
the Church after they 
are confirmed. 


Missionary Content of 
Programs 

The Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, 
through its representa- 
tives on the committee, 
is naturally eager to 
continue a strong missionary emphasis in the new pro- 
gram materials. A careful study of the materials already 
in use impresses one with the fact that there is not only 
a strong missionary emphasis, but a wealth of mission- 
ary content as well. If we were to measure content pro- 
portionately—which we ought not do—and if we should 
interpret missions in its more narrowly accepted sense 
—we should expect about one-fourth of the units to be 
missionary in a program which is now prepared on a 
weekly plan rather than on a monthly basis. Such a 
literal test would result in a satisfactory answer to our 
question. A few quotations such as the following would 
be conclusive: 

From a Junior Unit WE Want To Know 

“Aim includes: 

1. Finding out what boys and girls are doing in the 
Christian Church all over the world. 

2. Working as The Children of the Church to interest 
others in ‘the call for help’ from people all over 
the world. 

“Activities: 

Television Program—Living pictures from mission 
stations in Japan, India, China, Africa, Canada, 
South America, North America (Konnarock).” 

From the unit WHat DirreREeNcE Dogs IT MAKE 

“The entire unit is based on our mission fields; all 
source material missionary in content; all activities 
related to missionary work. Every country in which 
our church has missionary work is discussed. 

“The aim is to help the juniors discover the difference 
Christian missions have made in people and in coun- 
tries.” 

These are two of the six junior units now being used. 
The other four include missionary references also. Sim- 
ilar quotations also could be given from the aims of the 
authors of the primary and beginners’ units. 


Children with a Zeal for Missions 

But the best materials can be used ineffectively. Chil- 
dren will not develop a zeal for missions, or become 
active participants in the cause, unless their teachers 
are alive to the challenge which a world-wide fellowship 
of Christians brings to us today. We are not attempting 
to hint at an answer to the time-worn question as to 
whether materials, methods of presenting them, or the 
teacher who presents them is first in importance. We 

(Continued on page 30) 
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North Carolina Synod Assembled at Hickory Concludes 106th Convention With 
Renewed Devotion and Determination 


By L. C. BUMGARNER, Concord, N. C. 


WitTx the best attendance ever, and in the midst of 
the gracious hospitality of St. Andrew’s Church and 
Lenoir Rhyne College, the North Carolina Synod held 
its one hundred sixth convention. THE LUTHERAN’s rep- 
resentative commented in his report, “Hickory proved 
to be an ideal place for a convention of the North Caro- 
lina Synod. This is proven by the fact that the invita- 
tion extended to the delegates to assemble again in 1941 
was accepted.” “Too much praise,” it was agreed, “can- 
not be extended to Dr. P. E. Monroe and to Pastor J. D. 
Mauney for the way they received the delegates and 
cared for them while there.” 

Dr. J. L. Morgan, president of the synod, preached 
the convention sermon on the subject, “Our Rightful 
Place in the Church.” Basing his remarks on the text, 
Ephesians 2: 19-22, Dr. Morgan said: 


“Our rightful place in the church is first one of relations. The 
Apostle Paul says in his letter to the Ephesians that we are no 
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints 
and of the household of God. 

“This is a relationship which every true Christian should prize 
most highly. We have our individual sonship with God through 
faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. We also enjoy congregational fel- 
lowship by being connected with one another in our respective 
churches. Our membership in the synod gives us a still larger 
relationship. 

“In the second place, our true church connection must rest 
upon proper foundations. Paul says we are built upon the founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief cornerstone. We must keep sacred and pure that word of 
faith which we have received. 


“In the third place, we need to think of our organizations in’ 


church life. We dare not let our personal and congregational 
relations keep us from enjoying the benefits of mutual, organized 
efficiency. Dr, Morgan concluded with a plea that the synod 
unite in proper organized efforts to do God’s bidding.” 


The Service of Confession and Absolution was con- 
ducted by the Rev. B. E. Petrea, and the Rev. F. L. 
Conrad read the service. At the conclusion of the ser- 
mon the Lord’s Supper was administered to the dele- 
gates and representatives. 


The President’s Report 

The president’s report showed that the past year has 
been marked by steady development in the various de- 
partments of synodical activities. There has been a 
gratifying growth in membership with noticeable gain 
in contributing members. Our benevolent contributions 
are still far short of what they should be; however, we 
are glad to note that there has been an encouraging 
gain over the previous year. Ninety-one congregations 
paid their assigned apportionments, and forty paid in 
excess, while forty others paid less than their assign- 
ments, 

The president’s official acts, together with certain 
other information of synodical interest, reveal a wide 
scope of activities. In the pastorates there were ten 
resignations, twelve calls, six accessions, three dismis- 
sals, and ten installations. The report showed twenty 


dedication services for churches, additions, parish build- 
ings, and church furnishings. Six cornerstones were 
laid and nine new churches were opened. Twenty-seven 
churches reported improvements to their property and 
eleven churches reported the buying of lots, building, 
buying or remodeling parsonages. Nine churches cele- 
brated important anniversaries. There were no deaths 
of clergymen but a number of prominent laymen en- 
tered the Church Triumphant. 


Statistical Report 

The Rev. B. E. Petrea of Salisbury gave the statistical 
report, which showed 127 names on the clerical roll. 
There are 164 congregations with 32,137 confirmed 
members. They contributed $515,398 for all causes, an 
average of $22.71 per communicant; and $47,640 to ap- 
portioned benevolence, an average of $2.00 per com- 
municant. The sum of $47,427 was contributed for un- 
apportioned benevolence; Education, $5,362; Foreign 
Missions, $4,855; Home Missions, $9,940; Inner Mis- 
sions, $13,488; Other Benevolence, $13,782. A total of 
$95,067 was contributed for benevolence, apportioned 
and unapportioned, an average of $4.62 per com- 
municant. A gain of $102,900 is reported in the value 
of church buildings; a gain of $17,150 in the value of 
parsonages; a gain of $32,400 in the value of school and 
parish houses. 


Church Institutions 

This report was given by the Rev. C. R. Patterson, 
who presented representatives from each institution. 
Dr. M. L. Stirewalt, chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Lenoir Rhyne College, and Dr. P. E. Monroe, pres- 
ident, spoke on the work of the college. They reported 
the past year a most encouraging one; the record en- 
rollment was 520. In the list of fourteen colleges in the 
United Lutheran Church in America, Lenoir Rhyne now 
ranks third in enrollment and also in the percentage 
of Lutheran students. Six members have been added 
to. the faculty during the past year and two more will 
begin work in September. The college is fully accredited 
with the Southern Association of Colleges and and Sec- 
ondary Schools. 

In connection with this report Glenn R. Frye, M.D., 
reported on the semi-centennial for the college in 1941. 
Plans are going forward, and many preliminary details 
have been worked out. He announced that the cam- 
paign in Hickory to raise $100,000 for an auditorium, to 
be a gift of the people of Hickory, has been delayed for 
a few months at least, but he felt sure that it would 
“so over.” 

In connection with the report of the Southern The- 
ological Seminary at Columbia, S. C., its president, Dr. 
E. C. Cooper, addressed the synod. He reported that 
the work was going forward with new interest and that 
everything pointed to a large class this fall and a great 
year for the seminary. All current expenses were met 
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during the past year but there was an indebtedness 
which needs to be cleared up. He expects to make spe- 
cial efforts during the next year to do this. 

The Lowman Home for the Aged and Helpless at 
White Rock, S. C., was represented by the Rev. W. C. 
Boliek, president of the Board, and the Orphan Home 
at Salem, Va., by Mr. T. C. Rohrbaugh, superintendent. 
Both gave most encouraging reports of the work and 
asked synod to continue its support. 


Missions 

The planting of the church in new territory continues 
to go forward as one of the most important programs 
of the synod. Great progress has been made during the 
past few years, and the same spirit which has been 
manifested in the past has continued as the people sup- 
port this great program. At present there are three 
new mission churches under construction, and they will 
be occupied during the summer. Other mission con- 
gregations have made great gains, and as a whole the 
work is most encouraging. The Volunteer Mission 
League is an organization of persons who would like to 
make special contributions to help our newly organized 
missions to secure houses of worship. This has proved 
a great help, especially in the early stage of its work. 
It promises to be most beneficial in the mission pro- 
gram. The three new churches under construction are 
Silver Valley, Goldsboro, and Ashboro. 


Again Relationships 

H. E. Turney, D.D., president of the Indiana Synod, 
and official representative of the U. L. C. A., was the 
speaker at the Wednesday evening service. He de- 
livered the message on the subject, “Church Relation- 
ships.” The Rev. F. P. Cauble, Ph.D., of Gastonia, was 
in charge of Vespers. 

Dr. Turney spoke of Christ, Who sent men out to 
evangelize the world, and of our work of evangelization 
in connection with three consuming causes. First, the 
cause of evangelization, or missions; second, the cause 
of education; and third, the cause of mercy, or doing 
good. 

In outlining these three great causes, Dr. Turney 
brought out factors necessary to carry on the program. 
The causes of the U. L. C. A. cannot be different from 
those of Jesus Christ, Who said, “I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.” The work of the church cannot be 
done singlehanded. All must work together. In closing 
Dr. Turney said that the religion of Jesus Christ has 
the “go” sign on. Jesus Christ never retracted His 
words, “Ye shall know the truth.” The opportunity is 
open to the Church more than ever to preach the “Way” 
to this world. 


Officers, Boards and Committees 
Officers elected are the Rev. F. L. Conrad of High 
Point, secretary; the Rev. B. E. Petrea of Salisbury, 
statistical secretary; and Mr. Charles S. Heilig of Salis- 
bury, treasurer. The president is chosen for a term of 
five years. 
Board and committee vacancies were filled as follows: 


Executive Committee, the Rev. J. D. Mauney and Prof. H. A. 
Fisher; Mission Committee, G. H. Rhodes, D.D., Mr. H. E. Isen- 
hour; Ministerial Education, the Rev. E. R. Lineberger, Prof. 
Paul Fulenwider; Board of Trustees for Lenoir Rhyne College, 
the Rev. John L. Morgan, V. C. Ridenhour, D.D., L. A. Thomas, 
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D.D., Prof. M. S. Beam, Mr. W. K. Mauney, Mr. W. B. Rhyne, 
Hon. J. C. Sigmon; Archivist, Prof. V. V. Aderholdt. 

Lutheran Southern Seminary, the Rev. D. P. Rudisill, P. D. 
Brown, D.D.; Orphan Home, the Rev. G. W. McClanahan, Mr. T. 
Paul Rhyne; Lowman Home, the Rev. E. R. Trexler. 

Clerical Delegates to the U. L. C. A. Convention, J. L. Morgan, 
D.D., M. L. Stirewalt, D.D., C. E. Norman, E. R. Lineberger, 
C. E. Ridenhour, F. L. Conrad, P. D. Brown, D.D., C. A. Phillips, 
P. E. Monroe, D.D., E. C. Cooper, Ph.D, Lay delegates, L. L. 
Minges, G. R. Frye, M.D., Herman Payne, Albert M. Miller, 
Aubrey Mauney, H. L. Arndt, Carl A. Rudisill, H. E. Isenhour, 
Paul E. Monroe, Prof. G. R. Patterson. 


Ordination Service 

The Rev. C. A. Phillips of Salisbury, father of one of 
the new ministers, preached the ordination sermon on 
the text, John i: 6, 26. He used as his subject, “A Man 
Sent From God.” 

Reminding the young men that they are “sent of 
God,” he challenged them to go out with the spirit of 
John, and to be the voice of one crying in the wilder- 
ness. The Rev. J. W. Link conducted the service. 

Dr. J. L. Morgan, president of the synod, was in charge 
of the ordination service. He was assisted by the Revs. 
B. E.. Petrea, F. L. Conrad, J. W. Link, and C. A, 


‘Phillips. 


Those ordained were: John Daniel Barringer of Mt. Pleasant, 
who will become pastor of Zion Church, south of Hickory; Lester 
Clement Hahn of Mt. Pleasant, who will become pastor of the 
church in Plains, Ga.; Cline Whitener Harbinson of Maiden, who 
will become pastor of St. John’s, Friendship, and Shiloh churches 
in Taylorsville; Ernest Luther Misenheimer of Albemarle, who 
will be assistant pastor of St. John’s Church, Salisbury; John 
Albert Pless of Lexington, who will become pastor of St. Luke’s 
and Pilgrim churches of the Lexington Parish, and will succeed 
his father, the Rev. C. R. Pless, who is retiring; George Albert 
Phillips of Salisbury, who will become pastor of Bethlehem and 
New Jerusalem churches, south of Hickory. 

The Rev. C. L. Miller, who has retired and is now living in 
North Carolina, was received from the Virginia Synod. 


Miscellaneous Matters 

Being mindful of world conditions and the nations at 
war, a special order was called by the synod for a period 
of prayer for peace. Dr. C. K. Bell of the seminary 
faculty, Columbia, S. C., led the prayer. 

The matter of an increased subscription to THE 
LUTHERAN from the North Carolina Synod was pre- 
sented and discussed at length. It was referred to the 
Committee on Lutheran Literature, of which the Rev. 
O. W. Sink of Charlotte is chairman, with the expressed 
hope that the people of our synod will respond. 

Two important resolutions were presented: the first 
came in connection with the report on the work of the 
Deaconess Board, given by L. A. Thomas, D.D. He 
stated that the Board proposed an additional Training 
School for Deaconesses in the U. L. C. A. The resolu- 
tion expressed interest in the plan and a keen desire to 
have it located in the South. Also that the Executive 
Committee confer with the Board in regard to possible 
use of the North Carolina College property at Mt. 
Pleasant. The second came through an offer of $1,000 
by Mr. W. K. Mauney of Kings Mountain, for the begin- 
ning of a fund to erect a new church on the college 
campus. It recommended that the president appoint a 
committee of five members to co-operate with St. 
Andrew’s Church in the cause when and if this co- 
operation is deemed timely and requested by St. 
Andrew’s. 
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God’s Gift to America 


CurISTIANS believe that a just government is one of 
God’s good gifts to America. It goes together with daily 
bread, a loving family, a pleasant fireside and true 
friends. The apostles, like the Master, admonished 
Christians to be obedient in word and deed to their 
rulers, their governors and kings. 

At the same time the apostles were certain that men 
ought not to be mere pawns in the hands of willful 
despots. Blind obedience was never meant to be the 
test of Christian faith. Having the mind of the Master 
was sufficient to assure the early Christians that they 
were right in this belief. The dictates of a man’s con- 
science, tempered by Christian love and enlightened by 
God’s Spirit, were better arbiters of righteous conduct 
than Caesar himself. Eventually such an attitude was 
of necessity beset with many difficulties: 

A dilemma arose in the early church. The apostles 
were commanded by the authorities to cease preaching 
Jesus Christ. For He had given boldness and power to 
those who had been afraid and ignorant. The apostles 
answered that they could not be silenced. It was their 
manifest duty to declare the things they had seen and 
heard. Their duty was not to follow their rulers in dis- 
obedience to God’s command. Their chief concern was 
to obey God rather than men. 

A similar attitude characterized the founders of our 
Republic. Passive obedience to tyranny seemed incom- 
patible with their rights as free men. Anyone who reads 
the long list of grievances enumerated in the Declara- 
tion of Independence will easily be convinced of the 
truth of this contention. For these men were persuaded 
that their desire for liberty was justifiable in God’s sight 
and in accord with the natural endowments they had 
received from Him. This spirit helped to create a pre- 
cious national heritage. It was a conviction that men 
passed on proudly and gladly to their children. 

In the course of years the faith of our fathers was 
deepened and purified. The great War between the 
States seemed for a time able to destroy the nation and 
with it the belief that God’s blessing was His gift to the 
nation. Then, like a flame of fire, the conviction rose 
with even greater fervor in the heart of Abraham Lin- 
coln that God had a role to play in the life of this 
republic. His lips found words to express it and uttered 
this belief in unforgettable phrases. It was the assur- 
ance of an unfinished work to be done, of a great task, 
of a high resolution that the United States under God 
would have a new birth of freedom. This vision, like 
that of a prophet’s, told him that the Union of the States 
would not perish from the earth. 

In times like these, Americans can never be suf- 
ficiently grateful for God’s gift. It is a priceless heritage. 
Almost from the time of the earliest settlement religious 
freedom had been granted the people. Then followed, 
as part of the fundamental law, freedom of speech, free- 
dom of the press, and the right of the people to petition 
the government for a redress of grievances. This law 
has safeguarded these rights not only for ourselves but 
for Canada as well, and has made them accessible to 
American republics with other traditions. These rights 
are more valuable than the wealth of mines, forest and 
fields. For these intangible things alone can guarantee 
the world of tomorrow any degree of sanity and security. 
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‘Soe BSF ese 


And he said unto them, Render therefore unto 
Caesar the things which be Caesar’s, and unto God 
things which be God’s. Luke 20: 25 


“All we have is God’s; and yet 
Caesar challenges a debt; 

Nor hath God a thinner share, 
Whatever Caesar’s payments are. 
All is God’s; and yet ’tis true 

All we have is Caesar’s too. 

All is Caesar’s; and what odds, 

As long as Caesar’s self is God’s?” 


* * * 


Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God: the powers that be 
are ordained of God. Romans 13: 1 


“The propitious smiles of heaven can never be ex- 
pected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of 
order and right which heaven itself has ordained.” 


* * * 


For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the 
evil. Romans 13: 2a 

“The best citizen is he who has the best heart, the best 

character, the most charity and sympathy and he who 


will give to another citizen the protection he asks for 
himself.” 


* * * 


Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom 
fear; honour to whom honour. Romans 13:7 

“The task and triumph of Christianity is to make men 
and nations true and just and upright in all their deal- 


ings and to bring all law as well as all conduct into 
subjection and conformity to the law of God.” 


* * * 


They have set up kings, but not by me; they have 
made princes and I knew it not. Hosea 8: 4a 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach 
to any people.” 
* # * 


Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto 
me? Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify 
thee, and have power to release TheeP Jesus an- 
swered, Thou couldest have no power at all against 
me, except it were given thee from above. 


John 19: 10, Lla 


“The religion of Christ has made a republic like ours 
possible; and the more we have of this religion the better 
the republic.” 


* * * 


We ought to obey God rather than men. 
Acts 5: 29b 


“Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of 
celestial fire, conscience.” 
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Rid Oy crvakions 


There is a secular order in this world as well as an 
ecclesiastical order. The Christian believes that both 
come from God. Both have been ordained by Him. Each 
contributes to man’s well-being. In every age the cry 
is raised that this distinction is artificial and ought to 
be forgotten. In an age like the present, when rulers are 
prone to neglect their responsibilities to God and man, 
we dare not forget! 


Mankind cannot forever flaunt injustice in the face 
of justice, greed in the face of generosity, or hatred in 
the sight of love. The mills of eternal justice grind 
slowly, but their grinding is sure. There is a deadly 
recompense from the God of eternal righteousness that 
shall be visited upon those who neglect His laws. 


The motives of all righteous governments ought some- 
how to be akin to love. They ought to make us cherish 
not only principles but persons as well. In the best sense 
of the word, a good government ought to help us share 
the best of life. It ought to exemplify the Golden Rule 
of Jesus and exalt every human relationship. 


Have you always been honest when you fill out your 
income return? Did you ever try to avoid paying 
your poll tax? Men who would hesitate in shame to 
rob their families or cheat their friends sometimes try 
to steal a march on the government. It is simply impos- 
sible to be dishonest in our duties to our government 
and honest to our loved ones and God. 


There is a kind of Divine Right of kings that all Chris- 
tians ought to acknowledge. It arises within the heart 
of the righteous ruler, and its source is God. Its influence 
and its gifts radiate a beneficent influence upon the 
nation, and the nation is exalted in righteousness, justice 
and truth. This Divine Right of kings is based not on 
birth, clan, tribe or race but on the consciousness that 
what God wills is right. In that sense, the voice of the 
king—and of the people, too—is the voice of God. 


When Jesus and Pilate met, the Master focused the 
attention of the Roman upon the things that count. He 
ought to have seen with ever clearer vision that no 
power had been given him save as it came from God. 
We are eternally thankful to Jesus Christ for this in- 
sight. His words become a criterion and unfailing 
standard for us when we must judge those who usurp 
God’s power and then misuse it. 


There is a higher loyalty than that we owe the state. 
The Apostles knew it, the Saints tried it, the Martyrs 
proved it. If a choice must be made in this world, the 
words of the Apostles leave us in no doubt what course 
to take. Even after nineteen hundred years there is no 
surer method than the one we find indicated in the Book 
of Acts. The way of our conscience may be difficult; 
but it is always sure. 
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Caesar or God? 


Tue youth of Galilea, eager for battle and ready for 
death, declared that they called no man Lord, for they 
have but one Lord and He is God. If the Roman, who 
pretends to be the Lord of the world, demands that 
they honor him as Lord and pay him the tribute he 
decrees, they will refuse. It is not right that the ser- 
vants of God shall also be the servants of men. It seemed 
that these defiant Galileans were close to Jesus, and 
yet they were far from Him. 

Jesus, too, had called only His Father Lord of heaven 
and earth and had worshiped none but Him alone. Not 
for a moment had He bowed to the devil, who offered 
Him help, even less had He done it to Herod or Pilate. 
But the very zeal with which the Galileans defended 
their pennies against the grasp of Caesar made it clear 
how far away they were from Jesus. Give unto God, 
Jesus told them, that which belongs to God. You ought 
to give Him what He demands of you. To give is a duty 
that is pleasant and a privilege that is blessed. But you 
cannot invent a gift according to your own pleasure and 
worship Him as it pleases you, with a service that will 
free you from tribute and keep your pennies from 
Caesar. 

It is a delusion and a sin when we wish to give to God 
that which pleases us. He ordains that we serve Him, 
and every gift must be a gift of obedience. We shall 
give Him that which He has given us. What did He 
give us that we should give Him again? Everything that 
I am, body and soul, thoughts and desires, all humanity 
to which He has joined me, in fact, life itself! For what 
purpose did He give it to me? That I should live, not 
for myself, but for Him.—Andachten, Adolph Schlatter. 

* * *% 

Let us impart all the blessings we possess, or ask for 
ourselves, to the whole family of mankind. 

—George Washington. 
* * * 

While we are contending for our own liberty, we 
should be very cautious not to violate the rights of 
conscience in others, ever considering that God alone 
is the Judge of the hearts of men, and to Him only they 
are answerable. 

—To the Inhabitants of Bermuda. George Washington. 
* * * 

To all true men the birthday of a nation must always 
be a sacred thing. For in our modern thought the 
nation is the making place of man. Not by the tradi- 
tions of history, nor by the splendor of its corporate 
achievements, nor by the abstract excellence of its 
Constitution, but by its fitness to make men, to beget 
and educate human character, to contribute to the com- 
plete humanity the perfect man that is to be—by this 
alone each nation must be judged today. The nations 
are the golden candlesticks which hold aloft the glory 
of the Lord. No candlestick can be so rich or venerable 
that men shall honor it if it hold no candle. “Show us 
your man,” land cried to land.—Phillips Brooks. 


THESE FACING PAGES PRESENT 


Doctrines; Persens; or Events of importance to religion.................. 

Sentences for each day quoted from the Bible................... re 
Observations drawn from the day’s Scripture sentences 
Messages of devotional value quoted from contributions.... 


During the month-of July they will be contributed by Pastor Benjamin 
Lotz, Bethlehem, Pa. 
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eACROSS THE “DESK 


It 1s a mistake to think that the United States Gov- 
ernment does nothing except prepare for war and talk 
politics. For instance, under date of June 19 the United 
States Department of Agriculture announced that “the 
standard of identity for canned tomatoes has been 
amended.” Some people might think that that is an item 
of no importance, but sound thought would lead to a 
revision of that opinion. After all, the American people 
are growingly indebted to their tomatoes. They drink 
them for breakfast, fry them for lunch, and use them 
for salads in the evening. They certainly amount to 
more than July firecrackers or, for that matter, a lot of 
the war materials that are being wasted in different 
parts of the world. They are especially valuable when 
they induce people to forsake worrying over the troubles 
of others and devote themselves to gaining a higher 
appreciation of present-day blessings. 

And while we are on the subject, we remark that the 
tomato is just one item of consumption that must pass 
the tests prescribed by the government under its “Pure 
Food and Drugs” law. Bulletins reaching our desk in- 
dicate that provisions have been made for practically 
every class of eatables and curatives in order that they 
may not deceive purchasers and harm users. Watchful- 
ness extends from grower or manufacturer to the per- 
sons who are served by the retailer. Thereby pur- 
chasers of stale and “spoiled” foods and drugs can obtain 
damages, and where intent to deceive can be proven, 
punishment is prescribed by fines or imprisonment. And 
that work goes on constantly. 


REMOTE INTERESTS IMPORTANT 

And there are sixteen other bureaus of which the 
intent is public service. The only condition required for 
most of the service is the request from the citizen. 

We have no particular personal interest in tomatoes, 
and for information about soil conservation, plant in- 
dustry and for animal production and care we have 
only remote concern. But at times what is remote has 
importance. For example, in 1929 we visited a “rubber 
plantation” in Haiti. On a plot of ground purchased by 
Uncle Sam an expert from the United States agricul- 
tural department was raising trees and plants from which 
it was possible to extract the sap needed for rubber 
commodities. But he had not, so far as we could see, a 
single matured tree. It was his job to raise seed plants. 
These were then transplanted on American soil in order 
that eventually the supply of rubber needed in America 
could be grown under the jurisdiction of our Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. We were told that the United 
States was then using seventy-five per cent of the 
world’s production and that British soil supplied 
seventy-five per cent of what was produced, but that 
the greater part of the trees were on soil to which they 
had been transplanted. 

At that time Uncle Sam had paid “what was charged” 
for the rubber needed for rubber-tired vehicles. “The 
world now travels on rubber,” he commented somewhat 
reminiscently, and he continued, “In case of another 
war, lack of this commodity might be the cause of de- 
feat.” It is said that a synthetic substitute can now be 
manufactured, but it probably has a narrower range 
of uses than that manufactured from plant sap. 


BACK OF THE CRISIS 

We do not ignore the “world strife” that occupies so 
much attention among thoughtful people at this time. It 
has, no doubt, the dimensions assigned it by journalists 
and radio commentators, and it may bring about epochal 
changes in international relations, national institutions, 
of government, and even affect individuals in their work 
and pleasure. But war cannot continue indefinitely to 
absorb all the energies.of any race or regime. Sooner 
or later they will demand their natural forms of em- 
ployment, among them raising tomatoes and other 
necessities of life. 

Food, raiment, and shelter may be subjected to civic 
authority for a period of time, but not permanently. 
It is a lesson on which experience has spoken so often 
as to be a reliable guide, that the great forces by which 
human relations are governed do not change their essen- 
tial natures. They may be organized into new forms. 
Where impeded by foolish or unfair obstacles, they may 
take the form of war and revolution. But they are not 
subject to prolonged absolute control against human 
interests. 

We do not expect this present war to erase from our 
society its advances from barbarism. We are unlikely 
to revert to the spinning wheel, the country blacksmith, 
and the covered wagon. Assuming that complete victory 
rewards one contestant and utter defeat his opponent, 
neither disaster nor triumph removes discovery, inven- 
tion, and harnessed energy from man’s use. It will not 
occur in 1940. 


RELIGION HAS PERMANENCY 

A good deal is read and heard about the disappear- 
ance of religion from the people of Europe in the last 
two or four decades, depending on the plane of obser- 
vation from which comments are made. In referring to 
periods of twenty and forty years we have the first 
World War in mind. In our opinion, the direct cause of 
that world crisis was Russia. 

There are reasons for believing that the corrupt, god- 
less aristocracy of Russia sought escape from the pun- 
ishment due them from a badgered peasantry by in- 
veigling a weak and fear-driven czar into resort to war. 
But the world policy pursued in Europe for two hun- 
dred years had been one of exploitation of lesser peo- 
ples. Knowledge of human rights and confidence in 
human personality created the demand for the greater 
distribution of privileges. This stream of progress was 
dammed by shortsighted racialism. The dam broke. 
The resulting phenomenon was the World War. Re- 
ligion’s influence was ignored. The ethics revealed in 
the Bible were disdained. God does not give His bless- 
ing to lies nor His power to iniquity. The harvest came 
when the seeds of unrighteousness produced “after their 
kind.” The crop was war. 

The peace of 1918 could have applied healing balms 
to wounds inflicted by four years of conflict. The people 
who had fought and suffered and sorrowed not only had 
enough war, but they had mutual appreciation for each 
other’s bravery. The negotiations were dominated by 
“the Tiger of France”: the peace of Versailles was the 
result. Then years of major and petty infliction of in- 
juries to property, purity, and pride planted the roots of 
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hatred. Ten years elapsed during which hatreds grew to 
fruit-bearing maturity, and again the fruit was war. 

What was religion doing in the twenty years? It was 
appealing through the churches for the reconciliation 
of foes and for the displacement of vengeance with 
friendly co-operation. But the appeal was not heard. 
Secularist, materialist, mechanist, technocratic philos- 
ophies are soulless and therefore Christless. “They have 
mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see 
not; ears have they, but they hear not; noses have they, 
but they smell not; hands have they, but they handle 
not.” Such were the hate-blinded leaders of a hating 
world. To this hostile generation the messages of re- 
vealed religion were spoken and by them its truths were 
scorned. One shudders now when he contemplates the 
outcome of a score of years in which men and women 
devoted talents and possessions to false gods. 


PERMANENT FACTORS IN HUMAN AFFAIRS 

The positiveness with which we have written the 
above assertions does not rest on any information exclu- 
sively ours, and emphatically it does not originate in 
any prejudice in favor of either of the parties to the 
present war. There is, we are firmly convinced, in any 
conflict in which any of the world’s great nations may 
become involved, one factor of power by which the 
final outcome of the struggle will be determined. It may 
seem silent and out of reach of any one or all who are 
in opposition to each other. It is the power that acts in 
behalf of justice, of equity, of destiny. It is manifested 
in the mysteries of providence. It is the realization of 
the will of God for the nations and through it His plans 
are realized. 

The fact that contestants on both sides pray to God 
for His blessing, each firm in the faith that his own 
petition should be granted, does not prove the remote- 
ness nor the indifference of Him to Whom pleas for 
intervention arise. It is the long period of time required 
for development by the creatures made in His image 
that divides lasting from temporary and true from seem- 
ing achievements. The weak confounds the great, and 
the weak the strong. The inanimate renders vain the 
best laid plans of man, whose understanding spans at 
most a few decades of time. Only with God is a day as 
a thousand years and a thousand years as a day. 


NO “RETURNS” WITH GOD 

We suggest that God never takes back from man what 
He has given him as a means of higher service. For 
example, Atheism in Russia has certainly done all that 
was humanly possible to destroy the Bible. Churches 
have been closed, preachers and priests have been exiled 
or martyred, and the Society for the Godless has issued 
proclamations arid obtained the passage of severe laws 
against Christian and all religions. But faith in God 
once delivered to the saints will not die and faith in 
Lenin will not long serve as a substitute. 

The conquest of Rome by Goths and Vandals has 
been described as the destruction of classical learning 
and the lapse of a highly cultured people into barbar- 
ism. But while the gorgeous ornamentation of structures 
and manners was unappreciated and in part demolished. 
the less cultured Teutons soon made the progress they 
found “across the Alps” their own. It seems to us im- 
probable that the essentials of modern civilization will 
be long destroyed. 
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“MY COUNTRY: MAY SHE BE RIGHT!” 
A Contributed Comment on a Subject Now in Mind 


THE LUTHERAN is in receipt of a copy of the manu- 
script which was prepared by the Rev. Howard F. 
Reisz as the sermon to be delivered to his congregation 
in connection with Flag Day. The date of that national 
festival is June 14 and thus in the past. But the senti- 
ments with reference to love for God and love for one’s 
country are not bounded by days. Particularly apropos 
to this issue, July 3, are some of the things which 
occurred in the discourse of Pastor Reisz. 

He chose as his text the passage from the prophecy 
of Amos, “Can two walk together, except they be 
agreed?” The sentiments of patriotism are expressed 
when the preacher said: “I believe in our flag. I cherish, 
as you cherish, its noble history. I believe in the symbol 
of the flag for the state, just as I believe in the symbol 
of the cross for the church. Both are concrete and 
objective expressions of issues vast and imponderable. 
We need some simple and yet significant object to which 
we can pledge our hearts and bind our hands. 


The Flag’s Meaning 


“If the flag is to remain a worthy symbol of a worthy 
national life, the church must see that it means god- 
liness and righteousness. The church’s supreme task is 
to see that as the flag leads the people of our land, it 
leads them in the path where God walks. The calling 
of the church is to keep, perhaps in some ways to make, 
this a nation by, with, and under God. This shall be a 
nation following the path of companionship with God.” 


Pastor Reisz declared that such an alliance of church 
and state to maintain the companionship of the people 
with God means freedom, humanity, and good will. Said 
he under the first of these: “America has struck off 
many shackles of tyranny, so it must be under God. 
God has by His last witness of grace in.Christ made us 
free sons. No man, or no group of men, representing 
any power of this world has the right to enslave men 
whom God has made free.” 


In speaking of the significance to humanity of America 
following the path with God, he said: “Before the flag 
is raised to lead us in our holy wars against the sins we 
behold in others, let it mean humanity and humanness 
at home. Individually and as a nation we must recog- 
nize the eternal correlates. It is God and humanity, a 
fellowship on the high road of brotherhood; or it is 
godlessness and inhumanity, a fearful parting of the 
way that can lead only to ruin.” 


He continued: “Finally, America with God means 
good will. Again the world is rife with hate. We are 
being primed to. hate. The subtle forces of Satan are 
marshaling a ‘fifth column’ even within the church. Is 
the church to lose her soul in another orgy of hate? Is 
the state to be left again without a conscience? 


“Let the church pray that for every ten cents’ worth 
of death in munitions America forwards to Europe, she 
may send ten thousand dollars’ worth of life in the 
Red Cross ministry of life and mercy. The only God we 
know is the God of good will to men. If this is to be a 
nation with God, it must agree with Him in that. We 
walk with God in good will for all men, or we have 
come to the parting of the ways.” 
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Life After Death 


Job Seeks and Finds Belief in the Future Life 
By D. BURT SMITH 


Job 14: 13-17; 17: 13-16; 19: 23-29. 


Joxs’s chance for recovery was good; 
his loathsome disease was not likely to 
cause death. However, it is not strange 
that in his affliction he thought seriously 
of the state after death. Contemplating 
himself in his misery he cursed the day 
of his birth, and compared his blotched 
body to a moth-eaten garment. Ap- 
parently he had slight hope for a clean 
body, free from disease. The thought 
of a tree cut down, but sprouting again, 
did not suggest to him any such out- 
come. for man as life after death. As 
far as he knew, death ends all. Job 
did not know what God could and 
would do about it. Resurrection was a 
desirable, but altogether improbable, 
hope. “Till the heavens be no more, 
they shall not wake, nor be roused out 
of sleep.” And yet Job had a deep 
longing that “after the destruction of 
his body he should with the eyes of his 
flesh behold Him.” Job was uncertain, 
but he sought the assurance of immor- 
tality that is so comforting to us. 


In Uncertainty 

The doubt resulting from the teach- 
ing of his times crops out in Job’s ques- 
tion, “If a man die, shall he live again?” 
The possibility of resurrection was not 
believed. Death, the grave, and the 
place of departed spirits meant most of 
all separation from God. Job consid- 
ered his affliction as a mark of. God’s 
punishment. He felt unworthy before 
God. One hope he clung to: maybe his 
grave would be a hiding place until 
God’s “wrath be past,” and then maybe 
God would fix a time for remember- 
ing him. There was nothing for him 
but to wait patiently till such a change 
would come. Still he did not dismiss 
the hope that ultimately God would 
call him and he would answer. But he 
found little comfort in this, for he was 
sure that God’s record of his life would 
not prevent continued punishment. His 
trust in God to observe his life was 
matched with his conviction that his 
guilt would be forever against him, 
“sealed up in a bag.” Surely Job was 
discontented in uncertainty. 


Toward Certainty 

Job’s friends had insisted that his 
suffering was evidence of sins. Job 
wanted vindication; his friends said 
any restoration to God’s favor must 
come in this life. Job faced death and 
believed that his only hope was in the 
grave, where, as in an intimate family 
relation, he would have corruption’ as 
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father and the worm as sister and 
mother. This hope his friends held out 
—what of that? This was too uncer- 
tain to be counted upon. It was an in- 
tangible something that gave Job no 
comfort. Yet Job was pushing toward 
certainty, indefinite as the way seemed. 
He still believed that in some way 
there would be a clearing of his honor 
and a defense of his good name, in 
spite of the insinuations of his friends. 
He trusted God to vindicate him, though 
for the present He was allowing him 
to approach death by means of slow 
torture. Job’s unshakable trust in God 
was directing him in his search for cer- 
tainty; he would rather put confidence 
in God when in the grave, than in 


friends who described God as a cruel 


inflicter of suffering as an arbitrary 
expression of wrath against iniquity. 
Job’s thought of a loving God repudi- 
ated the false comfort of his misguided 
friends. 
In Certainty 

Job attained confidence that God 
would vindicate him. He had a living 
“vindicator” to stand up for him, whose 
testimony would disprove the taunts of 
his friends. Job wants the certainty he 
has reached made available for all later 
generations. He suggests that his words 


THINK OF THESE 


THE witnesses to the fact of Christ’s 
resurrection had among them some 
who saw the crucifixion. 


Faith in Christ changes our attitude 
toward death and the grave. 


Our Redeemer will stand on our side 
to vindicate us, if we trust Him. 


Man demands knowledge of life 
after death; God offers this knowledge. 


Heathen make their theory of future 
life; God reveals His to us. 


From the Scriptures comes certainty 
about resurrection. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
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be written in a book, but rather graven 
in a rock that would not perish. God 
was guiding him to know that he had a 
“redeemer,” one who would give him 
back his good name and his standing 
in God’s favor. His confidence was 
strengthened; he could say to his 
friends, “I know.” An intimation of 
life after death became real to him; he 
looked forward to seeing God after be- 
ing in the grave and his body disin- 
tegrated. In certainty he turned on his 
friends, demanding that they stop ac- 
cusing him, lest God’s wrath overtake 
them. 
Our Certainty 

We are sorry for Job because he did 
not know, and yet longed to know. 
What shall we think of Christians who 
are still in doubt about the life after 
death? We have the assurance through 
Christ that we will be resurrected. His 
promise can be depended upon—“Be- 
cause I live ye shall live also.” We are 
glad that we need have no doubts about 
the life after death. We appreciate how 
valuable it is for us to have faith in 
the future life. Interesting as is the 
drama of Job, far more interesting is 
the reality’ set forth by Christ. For 
this we hope, and Christ guarantees 
this hope for us. 


LOYALTY EXPECTED 


Patriotism is the stirring word we 
are not loath to hear. The loyalty to 
country is admirable and obligatory. 
Loyalty is not far removed from the 
fruit of love; in fact, where love is, 
loyalty is close at hand. Love makes 
it easy to be loyal. 

We hear much about loyalty to Christ 
and the church. There is nothing un- 
reasonable or unexpected in having 
loyalty demanded of Christians. Their 
loyalty is the most natural product, for 
they are avowed lovers of Christ, Whose 
life makes Christianity and Christians 
possible. It seems inexplicable that 
there should be any let-up in loyalty 
to Christ and His church on the part 
of any Christian. Today, as always, but 
especially now, the need for a general 
manifestation of loyalty to the cause of 
Christ is most insistent. He must be 
blind to coming contingencies who 
dares straggle from the ranks of loyal 
followers of Jesus Christ. To waver 
now may mean disaster tomorrow, and, 
if anything detrimental to the church 
takes place, the centuries of Christian 
progress may be discredited. We can- 
not allow this to happen. But it surely 
will if there is any lack of individual 
loyalty. 

“Stand up!—stand up for Jesus! 

Stand in His strength alone; 

The arm of flesh will fail you— 

Ye dare not trust your own.” 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN TrRaAver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


HIGH-POWERED 
EDUCATORS 
THE RADIO 
Lesson: Acts 1:8 


PERSONALITY is always interesting. 
Topics come alive when they unfold 
experience. To discuss the radio we 
offer an interview with an honest-to- 
goodness radio man, Robert Longstreet, 
“Bob” to his friends, program director 
of WFMD in Frederick, Md. He is the 
grandson ,of one of the founders of 
Atonement Lutheran Church, Asbury 
Park, N. J., who was organist there for 
many years and was one of the found- 
ers and first presidents of the Luther 
League of New Jersey. “Bob” and his 
family are members of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Frederick. Now 
he is introduced, we will begin our quiz. 


What is your particular job as program 
director? 


It is my duty to select talent, balance 
the material, and set the time schedule 
for production. I am responsible to the 
General Manager for all programs go- 
ing over the air from this station. I 
must sit in judgment on the programs 
as to musical excellence, the content of 
talks guarding against camouflaged 
propaganda and report all programs to 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. These are a few of my duties. 


What do you consider the most power- 
ful agency for moulding public opinion? 


The radio. Motion pictures are least 
powerful because they appeal to the 
emotions mostly through vision and 
they have a reputation for dealing with 
the unreal or story-book world. If un- 
leashed as a propaganda method and 
allowed to invade the true world, they 
would wield more power. As to news- 
papers, type is cold. The reaction re- 


‘quires more mental ability on the part 


of the reader. There is also the policy 
and political color of the newspaper 
that must be considered. Opinion is 
crystallized and fed to the reader by 
the editor. Then the newspaper must 
be read to be influential. 

Radio does not seek to hold the at- 
tention of the listener too long at a 
time. It is quick service, in the lan- 
guage people can understand, and 
through its self-censorship has gained 
the reputation for non-partisanship. 
Station operators dare not be inter- 
ested in politics—on the air. A news- 
paper can be flagrant in abuse, movies 
the soul of bad taste, but radio will soon 


lose its public if it trespasses on the 
rules of fairness or good taste. The 
radio has a unique ability to transmit 
inference by the way in which things 
are said. The speaker can put his per- 
sonality over with his message. 


What are the possibilities of the radio 
as a medium for religion? 


Let us first decide what we mean by 
religion. If it is worship without re- 
gard to sects, it embraces a wide va- 
riety of ideas and ideals. If religion 
means sects, then we must leave the 
answer to the ecclesiastical groups rep- 
resenting them. The radio is merely a 
medium of transmission, the material to 
be transmitted is up to the people who 
supply it. The problem of the religious 
use of the radio depends on the church, 
not on the station. I think the radio is 
so general in the character of its 
listeners that only the general tenets of 
good living, the doctrines that can gen- 
erally be approved, really count. 


Our young folks would like to hear one 
of the finest examples of public service 
by the radio in your experience. 


Here is a recent story from my sta- 
tion. One Sunday when many roads 
were blocked by melting snow .Western 
Union called us from Gettysburg to ask 
if we could locate a certain Mrs. X— 
who lived near Thurmont, Md. There 
was no telephone, no way of reaching 
the woman at all. Her daughter had 
been taken seriously ill in Wilmington, 
Del., and it was necessary to reach her 
at once. Our first call went out at 2.00 
P.M. It was announced that if a 
friend or neighbor should hear the 
broadcast they should try to reach her 
with the message to call Western Union 
in Gettysburg. At 3.15 P. M. the woman 
called. She lived in a little house on a 
back road and had neither telephone 
nor radio; but a neighbor two miles 
away heard the first appeal and trudged 
the two miles of mountain road to the 
little house and brought her back to 
the nearest phone. This is the type of 
service that happens every day. 


Is it true that you radio men work 
under high nervous tension? 


We are specialists, and all specialists 
work under tension. It is difficult work 
because of the common clock. We must 
work against Father Time. One minute 
late is too late. The radio man usually 
sits at his work but his mind is travel- 
ing a mile a minute, here, there and 
everywhere. If he lapses, a million 
folks know about it. Announcers must 


have that intangible something called 
personality. It is nervous business get- 
ting that personality across. There is 
constant temptation to play with alcohol 
and other stimulants for relief from the 
strain. You cannot feed nerves on 
alcohol and stay competent. Modern 
radio men know this. In my own case 
I used to seek a half hour of complete 
relaxation before doing a football game; 
for example, a University of Michigan 
game, where I worked at one time. If 
I did not get this preliminary rest my 
work suffered and I suffered physically. 
It is the time element and the knowl- 
edge that millions are depending on 
you, that cause the tension. 


Do you advise young folks with an in- 
clination in that direction to take up 
radio as a life work? 


Radio takes more than an inclination. 
Thousands with nothing more are try- 
ing in vain to break into the radio 
game. About 99 per cent of them know 
nothing of radio as a career. They are 
dazzled by the supposed glamor. You 
have to give all you have to radio if 
you are to make a success. And you 
have to have something to give that 
radio wants. 


Can the radio take itself seriously as 
an educational factor in American life? 


It does. But remember that the 
listeners decide on the character of the 
programs. Radio by itself cannot raise 
the standard of intelligence. It is a 
medium of expression. Education must 
be sugar-coated so long as the masses 
want it that way. Programs like Chi- 
cago Round Table show that high edu- 
cational standards can be applied suc- 
cessfully. 


Is there any complaint you would like 
to make to the public, as a radio man? 


Yes; people look on radio today as 
something as common as a cake of soap, 
or a basket of potatoes. Every listener 
sets himself up as judge and jury and 
condemns or praises lavishly. If they 
would only admit the value of programs 
they do not personally like; if they 
would admit the modern miracle of the 
radio and not be so casual about it; if 
they would study the schedule for each 
day, selecting the programs they really 
want and leave the others to those who 
fancy them; if they would be construc- 
tive in their criticisms; they would 
make the life of a program director a 


much easier one. But that is radio! 
* * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, July 14. 
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BROTHERHOOD OF THE 
UNITED SYNOD OF 
NEW YORK 


May 19-21 the tenth annual conven- 
tion of the Brotherhood of the United 
Synod of New York was held in St. 
John’s Church, New York City. 

This was the first attempt to hold the 
Brotherhood convention separate from 
the synodical convention, which opened 
May 21, and it was a very successful 
convention. Officially accredited, reg- 
istered delegates numbered fifty-one. 
There were numerous visitors present 
from all sections of the synod, which 
covers New York State, New England 
and northern New Jersey. The theme 
of the convention was, “The Six Ob- 
jectives of the Brotherhood.” 

The opening service was held Sun- 
day evening, May 19. A challenging 
message was heard from Dr. Ralph H. 
Long, American treasurer of the Lu- 
theran World Convention, on the sub- 
ject “Lutherans of the World—Arise!” 

All of Monday was devoted to official 
business and discussion groups at which 
President Ellsworth C. Miller presided. 


Recommendations Adopted 


That a committee be appointed to 
act with the president to draw up a 
membership certificate to be sent to 
each Brotherhood upon affiliating with 
and paying of dues to the synodical 
Brotherhood. 

That a promotional program be in- 
stituted in every men’s organization of 
our synod to carry out the “Six Ob- 
jectives” of our National and Synodical 
Brotherhood and thereby promote the 
whole program of the whole Church. 

A. That it be resolved, that we 
heartily endorse the recommendation 
of the United Lutheran Church in 
America at its Baltimore Convention 
that in the year 1940 every congrega- 
tion raise and contribute its benev- 
olence apportionment in full. 

B. That it be further resolved, that 
we petition our congregational men’s 
organizations to co-operate with their 
pastors and church councils in stim- 
ulating them to assume and raise their 
apportionment in full in order that the 
whole program of the Church may be 
carried out, and as an act of Christian 
stewardship. 

C. That it be also resolved, that our 
men’s organizations be requested to 
make use of the material furnished by 
the Committee on Stewardship of the 
United Lutheran Church, and to do all 
in their power to make the Church at 
large stewardship-conscious. 

The following recommendations were 
adopted by the Brotherhood conven- 
tion, presented to the synodical con- 
vention and adopted by synod. 

The Brotherhood wishes to commend 


to the pastors and congregations of 
synod the work of the Lutheran Lay- 
men’s Radio Committee, in which a 
number of our laymen are active. Its 
program, “Sunday Vespers,” goes on the 
air again through the courtesy of the 
National Broadcasting Company, Sun- 
day, June 2, for a period of four 
months, terminating the last Sunday in 
September. Dr. Paul Scherer will again 
be the Vespers preacher. The program 
will be broadcast over the WJZ Blue 
Network of the National Broadcasting 
Company from 4.00 to 4.30 P. M., East- 
ern Daylight Saving Time. During the 
last year’s series of “Sunday Vespers,” 
the programs were broadcast by ninety- 
four stations. It is the hope of the com- 
mittee that an equal number of stations 
will co-operate this year. 

1. That synod request its pastors to 
make public announcement of these 
radio broadcasts, particularly the first 
two of the series, those of June 2 and 
June 9; that synod commend to its 
congregations, church organizations and 
individuals the financial support of this 
important activity of our Church. 

2. That the United Lutheran Synod 
of New York, as a part of the whole 
Lutheran Church of America, is deeply 
conscious of the present unfortunate 
European war. It is aware that this 
conflagration is touching the very heart 
of predominantly Lutheran nations and 
is deeply affecting the home life of mil- 
lions of European Christians. We stand 
horrified and saddened by this entire 
spectacle. It is our prayer that peace 
may speedily return to the face of the 
earth and we pledge ourselves to do 
everything in our power to work for 
this return of peace. To that end, we 
submit the following recommendations: 

A. That we urge our congregations 
to continue their prayers for the return 
of world peace. 

B. That we urge our congregations to 
respond heartily to the financial ap- 
peals which have come, and will come, 
from the American division of the Lu- 
theran World Convention for emer- 
gency relief abroad. 

C. That we pledge ourselves to join 
hands with all Lutherans of America in 
an effort to save and continue the For- 
eign Missions activities of European 
Lutherans. 

Delegates elected to represent the 
synodical Brotherhood at the biennial 
convention of the Brotherhood of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
meeting in Omaha, Nebr., next October 
6-8 are: Ellsworth C. Miller of Buffalo, 
and Louis C. Smith, Albany, primary; 
and Charles Warner of Troy, and Fred 
Bohlig of New York, alternate. 


Discussion Groups 


William H. Stackel, prominent lay- 
man of Rochester and member of Ref- 
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ormation Church, that city, struck the 
keynote of the convention with the 
challenge to the men on the first three 
objectives; “To go out and get the un- 
churched; to cling to the men already 
members; first of all and most impor- 
tant, to make the program practical 
and filled with answers to modern 
problems that men will be anxious to 
attend church services.” 

Discussion of the Fourth Objective, 
“Develop the Church Life of the 
Youth,” was led by Francis Ford. Two 
types of leadership are needed: 


1. Front-line leadership: Teaching, 
scoutmaster, manager of teams, dra- 
matic director, or other forms of direct 
contact. 

2. Reinforcement leadership: Coun- 
selors, advisors, committees, or as it 
were any form of brain trusf. 

Mr. Ford challenged the convention 
with the question: Have we Boys’ Work 
Committees that really look for things 
to do to make possible meeting the 
needs of our boys? Start by appoint- 
ing a committee which will investigate 
the Bible school needs and attainments; 
the loss of confirmands; that is the work 
we are neglecting. 

Discussion of the Fifth Objective, 
“Christian Citizenship,” was led by Mr. 
Heiby Ungerer. 

Christian citizenship might be 
summed up as follows: 

1. Christ-filled men. 

2. Christ-filled men who know the 
principles of Jesus about life. 

3. Christ-filled men who know the 
principles of Jesus about life and are 
alert to the areas of life discussed 
above. 

One individual cannot possibly do 
anything about this new frontier; there- 
fore, we need an organized man power; 
groups to study these conditions; and 
a willingness to do something about it. 
_ The Brotherhood has developed a 
literature covering much of this 
ground; now we as men must go forth 
to create a Christian public opinion to 
offset the various forms of public 
opinion derived from many other 
sources. 

Discussion of the Sixth Objective, 
“Benevolences and Stewardship,” was 
conducted by Earle W. Bader, execu- 
tive secretary of the Brotherhood of 
the U. L. C. A. 

In brief, the purpose of this objective 
is to stimulate congregations to meet 
their full apportionment to meet the 
needs of all the work of the whole 
church. But such an objective must be 
localized, it must mean something to 
me, must be applied. Benevolences are 
Christian obligations. 

The four old principles are still final 
in giving: 

1. Faith—in the goodness, wisdom, 
power and trustworthiness of God; 
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2. Love—to God and a desire to 
glorify Him; 

3. Appreciation—of the true meaning 
of salvation; and 

4. Loyalty—to our final purpose; to 
glorify God. 

On the basis of these principles we 
must evaluate our stewardship; God 
blesses us in proportion as we give. 

On Tuesday evening a mass meeting 
was held at the Temple of Religion at 
the World’s Fair. There were about 700 
people in attendance. Dr. Samuel Trex- 
ler, president of the United Synod of 
New York, presided. Greetings from 
the Brotherhood were presented by the 
synodical Brotherhood president, Ells- 
worth C. Miller. Wagner and Hartwick 
College A Cappella Choirs sang selec- 
tions, after which Dr. Roswell Barnes, 
associate executive secretary of the 
Federal Council of Christ in America, 
spoke on “The Churches of Europe.” 

Synodical Brotherhood officers are: 
President, Ellsworth C. Miller, Buffalo; 
vice-president, Henry G. Pfeil, Schen- 
ectady; secretary, Edward Beiderbecke, 
Lyon; treasurer, Herman Scheld, 
Franklin Square, L. I. N. Y. . 

ExtswortH C. Miter. 


DOWN OLD DOMINION WAY 
By the Rev. John Schmidt 


“Let there be light” might be the 
slogan of “Virginia Synod Time,” June 
1-15, for our synodical convention de- 
cided that a start, at least, should be 
made toward enlightening the members 
of our congregation of the work being 
done by and in our synod. A special 
committee, chairmaned by Dr. R. 
Homer Anderson, designed a bulletin 
cover which was used in every con- 
gregation of synod. The front page car- 
ries a map of our territory, showing 
our educational and merciful institu- 
tions as well as our mission parishes. 
The back page lists these institutions 
and adds, “These Christian ministries 
are ours to use, develop, support!” And 
in one way or another every pastor 
will echo the thought of the Rev. J. I. 
Coiner of the Portsmouth congregation: 
“We take special offerings from time to 
time for some of these institutions and 
other causes. But the big thing to keep 
in mind is that we support these causes 
and those of the United Lutheran 
Church in America with our benevolent 
offerings week by week through our 
duplex envelopes.” 


Commencement Time 
Commencement time came early in 
June to both Lutheran colleges in this 
state. At Marion College the bacca- 
laureate sermon was delivered by Dr. 
E. P.-Pfatteicher, president of the Min- 
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isterium of Pennsylvania, who also 
preached at our church in Marion that 
evening. The Roanoke College Com- 
mencement was featured by an address 
by President Stringfellow Barr of St. 
John’s College, whose educational 
theory and practice has aroused new 
interest in the possibilities of liberal 
education. Roanoke’s president, Dr. 
Charles J. Smith, conferred the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity upon two Vir- 
ginia Synod men. So it is now my 
pleasure to introduce to THE LUTHERAN 
Dr. John W. Shuey of Kingsport, Tenn., 
and Dr. Hugh J. Rhyne. Of Dr. Rhyne’s 
outstanding work at Marion College I 
have already written in an earlier news 
letter. Dr. Shuey has served faithfully 
and with high effectiveness for many 
years, and has a record for theological 
and pastoral leadership that can be 
matched by few men. Congratulations 
to these men upon the receipt of this 
new honor and to Roanoke College for 
selecting such worthy recipients! 


Many congregations of the Virginia 
Synod are using the bulletin covers 
provided by the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania. Our experience here proves 
that they are a valuable auxiliary to 
the educational program of the church. 
Now that our Publication House has 
taken over this service no doubt many 
more will introduce these covers. 


First Church, Richmond, rejoices in 
a new organ recently installed. Dr. 
J. J. Scherer, Jr., pastor of this con- 
gregation, addressed the annual con- 
vention of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania and represented the United 
Lutheran Church in America at the 
meeting of the United Synod of New 
York. 

Services in Song 

On Cantate Sunday our church at 
Marion had a “Singing Evening.” The 
congregation sang hymns selected from 
each period of the church’s history. 
Pastor John R. Brokhoff gave the 
background and story of each hymn. 
Approximately 150 members of the 
Marion church gathered recently to 
honor the 58 new members received 
into the church this year. Short ad- 
dresses were given by representatives 
of the Sunday school, the other aux- 
iliaries and the congregation proper. 
Following a period of entertainment a 
“Tutheran Church Post Office” was set 
up and the postmaster gave the new 
members mail from other members of 
the congregation, inviting them to be- 
come members of the auxiliaries. 


At Christ Church, Staunton, the 
musical service which Professor Paul 
Ensrud of Newberry College intro- 
duced at Massanetta.Summer Assembly 
last year was used effectively. In this 
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service the Beatitudes are presented in 
word (readings from the Old and New 
Testaments) and song. The fiftieth an- 
niversary of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of Christ Church began May 3 
with a banquet. Dr. R. H. Anderson, 
superintendent of the Synod of Vir- 
ginia, brought the greetings and best 
wishes of synod in his sermon two days 
later. The anniversary service was held 
May 12, at which time Mrs. J. L. 
Almond, Jr., president of the synodical 
Women’s Missionary Society, and Sister 
Laura Gilliland of the Emma V. Day 
School in Liberia were the speakers. 


The Confirmation Class of Luther 
Memorial Church in Blacksburg, Va., 
was received on Whitsunday, wearing 
white robes presented to the church by 
Prof. Harry Gudheim of the V. P. I. 
faculty who is an active member of the 
congregation. On Easter this congrega- 
tion added to its chancel furnishings a 
pair of brass candlesticks, given as a 
memorial by Mrs. W. L. Sibold, a set 
of white paraments given by Dr. Theo- 
dore W. Knote, also a teacher at 
V. P. L, and a candle lighter and ex- 
tinguisher. 


Dr. Luther W. Strickler of our. Nor- 
folk church was the guest preacher at 
a preaching mission held at St. James 
church near Marion, of which the Rev. 
M. J. Kluttz is pastor. 


Careful Bible Study 

Pastor H. A. McCullough, Jr., of the 
Church of the Ascension in Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., introduced a new church 
school program last fall that deserves 
consideration. From 9.30-9.40 opening 
devotions for the Adult Department is 
conducted by the superintendent. Then 
for 30 minutes the pastor teaches a 
combined Adult Bible Class on “God’s 
Purposes and Plans Through the Ages.” 
This is not an additional preaching 
service, but a careful study of the Bible 
to outline God’s redemptive plan for 
mankind. A half hour period follows 
under the guidance of the individual 
class teachers for the purpose of 
directed discussion of the great Chris- 
tian causes of the Church—evangelism, 
missions at home and abroad, institu- 
tional work, education, stewardship, 
etc. THe LuTHERAN, Lutheran Woman’s 
Work, The Luther League Review, and 
Lutheran Men were used as source 
material for class study. 


A complete set of Deagan cathedral 
chimes, recently added to the pipe or- 
gan of St. John’s Church, Knoxville, 
Tenn, the Rev. Arthur M. Huffman 
pastor, were dedicated June 9. These 
chimes were presented to the church 
by friends and members in honor of the 
mothers of the church. A bronze plaque 
will be placed on the organ giving the 
names of those so honored. 
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POCONO PICKINGS 
By the Rev. P. N. Wohlsen 


WHEN a boy in public school it was 
customary at this season of the year 
to sing, “Ho! Ho! Vacation days are 
here.” How we awaited the day when 
the books were packed away for the 
summer! How eager we were to re- 
ceive the final report card and discover 
that we could go through the summer 
in a state of security, since we had 
been promoted! With the arrival of 
vacation days a new schedule went into 
effect. Some boys secured regular em- 
ployment. Some found “odd jobs,” such 
as mowing lawns and the like, so as to 
earn enough money to purchase school 
clothes for the next year. Then, too, 
we found time for the ball diamond or 
the “ole swimmin’ hole.” But things 
have changed. Our boys and girls have 
opportunities offered them through the 
church which we boys never dreamed 
of having. Opportunities for healthful, 
supervised activity and recreation in 
well-equipped camps are afforded our 
boys and girls today. With enrollment 
in one of the camps the privilege is 
given to establish new contacts and 
friendships which are certain to last a 
lifetime. Parents are willing to make 
sacrifices to provide a vacation season 
of this kind for their children. 

Despite economic depression, the 
church has made progress for the 
future welfare of the boy or girl. 
Throughout the Pocono region a host 
of such institutions have been de- 
veloped. Some are operated by pri- 
vate groups, while others are under the 
Christian supervision of the church. 
Our own Lutheran Church offers three 
splendid camps, which are equipped to 
accommodate approximately five hun- 
dred young people at one time. At this 
writing preparations are about com- 
pleted for the influx of these boys and 
girls with assurance that each will be 
filled to capacity. Our young people 
will be taught to use the sword of the 
Spirit instead of the sword of steel. 
Such camps are the distinctive camp 
for girls at Paradise Falls; Camp Hagan 
for girls and Camp Miller for boys 
above Shawnee-on-Delaware. The lat- 
ter two are owned and operated by the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania. The old 
mother synod is very much alive and 
alert to her opportunity in making this 
preparation for her youth during the 
vacation period. 


Another Vacation Thought 


We are also reminded how the edu- 
cation of the boys and the girls is con- 
tinued during the vacation period. 
Hundreds of them are permitted to “go 
places” and “to see things” through the 
auto trips in the family car over the 
“week-end.” The unfortunate part of 


this sort of vacation is that many of 
these boys and girls not only have a 
vacation from the publie school, but 
also from the church schools. Seldom 
are parents aware of the responsibility 
to provide religious and moral founda- 
tions for youth during these week-end 
jaunts. How easy it would be for 
parents to stop long enough at one of 
the many churches and attend, with the 
family, the service or the session of the 
church school. Some do; but many do 
not. The Allentown Conference of the 
Ministerium, mindful of the need for 
direction to such churches, has pre- 
pared a card upon which may be found 
a map of the Pocono region with 
identification marks to indicate the lo- 
cation of United Lutheran churches, 
with the name, location, and hours of 
service appended thereto. This card 
should be found on the vestibule bul- 
letin board of our United Lutheran 
churches throughout the East. Such 
will serve as a solemn reminder that, 
when away from home, the soul should 
not be neglected. Hundreds of them 
have been distributed among hotels and 
boarding houses throughout the Pocono 
region, so that Lutheran vacationists 
might know where to find the nearest 
United Lutheran church. 


Synod Meets in the Poconos 


For the first time in the long history 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, the 
193d annual meeting was held in the 
Poconos. From reports received, it 
was one of the best meetings ever held 
by this venerable body. The Com- 
munion Service was conducted in Grace 
Church, East Stroudsburg. After this 
service the pastors, lay delegates and 
lady visitors journeyed to Buck Hill 
Falls, in the heart of the Poconos, where 
the regular business sessions were con- 
ducted in the commodious and well- 
appointed auditorium of Buck Hill Falls 
Inn. The stage was arranged as a 
chancel with all the necessary altar ap- 
pointments, so that daily matins might 
begin each day’s business session. At 
the close of the afternoon sessions in- 
spirational open-air vespers were con- 
ducted in the natural amphitheatre. 
Close fellowship was gained among the 
pastors and delegates, because all were 
housed in the splendidly appointed 
hotel. The ordination of six young men 
in St. John’s Church, Stroudsburg, was 
witnessed by a congregation which 
taxed the capacity of this church, which 
will mark its diamond jubilee in 1941. 
Monday while the pastors and dele- 
gates attended the Communion Service, 
the ladies of Grace Church entertained 
the visiting ladies with a motor tour of 
Camps Hagan and Miller, followed by 
a tea at the home of a member of Grace 
Church. Tuesday the ladies of St. 
John’s played hostess to the lady vis- 
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itors by leading them on a “hike” 
through the Buck Hill Falls grounds 
and a visit to the Falls. Wednesday 
afternoon, the ladies of St. John’s, led 
by a motor patrol escort, enjoyed a tour 
to Paradise Falls and Pocono Manor, 
which is operated by a member of St. 
John’s. From this high point in the 
Poconos a gorgeous panoramic view of 
the whole region was gained. At this 
place the lady visitors were served tea 
by the ladies of St. John’s. Many of the 
hundreds who attended the synodical 
convention remarked: “It was good for 
us to have been here.” In turn our 
Lutherans answer: “It was a joy for us 
to have had you. Come again.” 


A Thirty-five-year Pastorate 


From June 9 to 19 Grace congrega- 
tion, East Stroudsburg, rejoiced with 
its pastor in the celebration of the 
thirty-fifth anniversary of his ordina- 
tion to the Christian ministry and as 
pastor of the same congregation during 
this period of time. When the Rev. 
J. S. Kistler came to the congregation 
upon his ordination by the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania thirty-five years ago, 
he found a young congregation that was 
struggling along after an auspicious 
beginning. Great progress has been 
made. Due to the consecrated and ener- 
getic efforts of the pastor, the people 
were led to evaluate the worth of the 
Kingdom. A new parsonage was 
erected, a commodious church school 
chapel was built, and the churchly and 
well-appointed church was erected. 
Today Pastor Kistler serves a congre- 
gation which numbers 900 souls. His 
service here confirms the belief that 
long pastorates are fruitful and have a 
salutary effect upon the congregation. 
The pastor received the congratulations 
of many of his brethren and of the 
whole community. The Rev. Dr. E. P. 
Pfatteicher, president of the Minis- 
terium, preached the anniversary ser- 
mon. 


Church School Anniversary 


The seventy-third anniversary of the 
church school of St. John’s, Strouds- 
burg, was celebrated June 23 with spe- 
cial services. A resume of the growth 
of the school was presented by the pas- 
tor. The Rev. Earl S. Erb, pastor of 
St. Paul’s, Easton, and secretary of the 
Board of Christian Education of the 
Ministerium, was the principal speaker. 
The newly formed young people’s choir 
under the direction of Gomer C. Rees, 
D.D., minister of music at St. John’s, 
was heard for the first time. Imme- 
diately after the organization of St. 
John’s congregation, work was begun 
in the field of religious education, when 
a church school was organized with 
sessions held in the old Monroe County 
Court House. Forty-two years ago the 
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school released some of its officers, 
teachers and scholars to begin what is 
now the flourishing Grace Church in 
East Stroudsburg. Today the school has 
outgrown its quarters and the congre- 
gation is looking forward to the erec- 
tion of a building for religious educa- 
tion in the very near future. Plans are 
being formulated with the hope that 
next year, when the diamond jubilee 
of the congregation will be celebrated, 
work will be begun upon this structure. 


Rural Church Improvements 

The Rev. Ralph R. Hartzell, the ef- 
ficient pastor of the Pleasant Valley 
Parish, reports that three sets of altar 
paraments have been consecrated at 
St. Matthew’s Church, Kunkletown, and 
that a set of violet paraments has been 
consecrated at St. Paul’s, Kresgeville. 
An outside bulletin board, made by one 
of the members, Mr. Robert Shafer, has 
also been erected at Salem Church, 
Gilbert. This parish demonstrated what 
can be done for the Kingdom under the 
able leadership of Pastor Hartzell. Dur- 
ing the last Lenten season very success- 
ful parish Lenten services were con- 
ducted with an average attendance 
almost doubled that of the first year, 
1937, when this program was instituted. 


BY THE OLD VENANGO 
TRAIL 


By the Rev. L. W. Rupp 


May 19 Grace Church, Butler, Pa., 
climaxed a series of fiftieth anniversary 
services by the rededication of the 
church by the pastor, Dr. Robert W. 
Doty, and the president of synod, 
Dr. Henry H. Bagger. Though but 
three days of congregational anniver- 
sary services were held, synod’s con- 
vention, May 20 to 23, and the enter- 
tainment of the convention of the West 
Conference Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety May 1, together with other events, 
made the full schedule of the anniver- 
sary month an active and unusually in- 
teresting one. 

The City of Butler has a population 
of about 25,000. In it are four Lutheran 
churches. St. Mark’s, Dr. W. E. 
Schramm and the Rev. C. W. Sandrock 
pastors, is affiliated with the American 
Lutheran Church. The others, First 
English, Grace and Trinity, are of the 
Pittsburgh Synod. 

The record of Grace Church was told 
in a historical narration in the service 
of May 16, with Howard B. Brown as 
narrator, and members of the Victor 
Sunday School Class as the cast. De- 
piction of the first services in early 1890 
opened the narration. That was the era 
of the oil expansion in the county, when 
the county seat was growing rapidly to 
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maturity. The missionary superinten- 
dent of the Pittsburgh Synod (G. S.), 
the Rev. H. B. Winton, held services in 
the Reiber Building on Main Street, or- 
ganizing August 31 with 31 members. 
The church was chartered May 13, 
1893, and early in 1894 a good lot was 
secured at Mifflin and Church Streets, 
bought from a Lutheran, H. Julius 
Klingler; Mr. Klingler himself donated 
liberally to the purchase. April 12, 
1896, a brick church, built at contract 
price of $6,617, was dedicated free of 
debt. A Sunday school addition was 
built in 1904, the building remodeled, 
and a pipe organ installed. 

In 1912 Grace Church established 
Trinity Church on Institute Hill as a 
mission congregation, 25 of the original 
35 Trinity members being transferred 
from Grace. 

The next year Grace began the build- 
ing of the present splendid stone edifice, 
dedicated January 3, 1915, at a cost of 
$35,000. The spacious parsonage was 
purchased in 1922. It is so splendidly 
suited to parsonage and general church 
purposes that a portion of the first floor 
is being used for the primary depart- 
ment of the Sunday school. 


The pastors have been the Rev. J. E. 


Maurer, the Rev. Eli Miller, the Rev. 
J. C. Nicholas, the Rev. E. V. Roland, 
and the Rev. Dr. Robert W. Doty, 1928 
to the present. 

Four charter members were able to 
attend the historical service, Mrs. Lewis 
Byers, Plummer Christie, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Gensbigler. A congratulatory 
letter from Pastor Eli Miller was read; 
Dr. Nicholas, who was able to come to 
Butler, addressed the congregation. 
Preceding this service a dinner was 
served for members of the council and 
their wives, charter members, Dr. and 
Mrs. Nicholas, and the heads of the 
various missionary and Sunday school 
departments of the church. 

On Friday evening addresses were 
given by the Rev. E. Victor Roland and 
John H. Wilson, Judge of the Butler 
County Court. This service was fol- 
lowed by a social hour for members 
and friends of the congregation. Pas- 
tor Roland also preached the evening 
sermon on Rededication Day. 


A Worthy Work 

With the work recently done the 
Grace Church properties, including 
parsonage, have a valuation of at least 
$100,000. The baptized membership is 
about 1,300. In preparation for the an- 
niversary and the conventions held in 
the building this spring, a complete re- 
decorating program was carried out, 
including Sunday school rooms. New 
lighting was provided in the audi- 
torium. Extensive changes were made 
in arrangements for the altar, including 
panels, a carefully worked out decora- 
tive scheme, and the use of an illum- 
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inated picture in glass of Christ in 
Gethsemane. Among minor items were 
purchases of new hymnals, adjustments 
in lighting system throughout the 
edifice, and thorough renovation. All 
this was done without incurring debt. 


The Missionary Convention 

Dr. and Mrs. Doty have been liberal 
through all their ministry to activities 
beyond their parish; this includes giv- 
ing their daughter to foreign mission 
service. In Butler they have been 
active in civic affairs. Mrs. Doty served 
as president of the Y. W. C. A. for five 
years; Dr. Doty is a director of the 
Y. M. C. A., and has served as pres- 
ident of the Kiwanis Club. Outstanding 
among such services and ministries has 
been the activity in the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society. It is a part, therefore, 
of the general anniversary program to 
include briefly a report of the conven- 
tion of the West Conference Society in 
Grace Church, Mrs. Doty closing her 
period as president in her own church, 
and in connection with this series of 
quite unusual anniversary celebrations. 

The theme was “One Thing Need- 
ful,” and was featured by a historical 
presentation, “March of Time These 
Sixty Years,’ the department secre- 
taries being narrators. Devotional serv- 
ices were in charge of Mrs. A. M. Mc- 
Collough, Mrs. R. J. McMinn and Mrs. 
L. W. Rupp. The Grace Church young 
women presented a historical pageant 
in the afternoon, and Mrs. C. W. Baker, 
Jr., president of the Pittsburgh Syn- 
odical Society, spoke on the India Spe- 
cial for 1942. The chief speaker was 
Dr. Edwin Moll, executive secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions. Miss 
Alice Nickel, of our India mission field, 
also addressed the women. 

Curious parallels ran through the 
Grace Church panorama of observ- 
ances. In the synod’s meeting Pres- 
ident Bagger concluded his term of ten 
years and gave way to another West 
Conference pastor, the Rev. H. Reed 
Shepfer. In the conference women’s 
meeting Mrs. Doty passed her office to 
Mrs. F. C. Hoch, yet kept the office in 
the city, for Mrs. Hoch is a member of 
a Butler congregation. 

One of the last issues of our Butler 
daily paper, The Eagle, reports the pos- 
sibility that Butler may become one of 
the great aviation centers of the coun- 
try under the new defense plans being 
formulated as a result of the war in 
Europe. This is because we already 
have near the city an ideal aviation site, 
including a field in which one of the 
transcontinental air lines has for some 
time held part title. In aviation the 
groundwork is laid for expansion to 
limitless extent. The terrain is of ex- 
ceptional suitability for fields, factory 
sites, and all else that belongs to the 
development of this arm of service. 
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Synod of New York Convention 


Reports of Committees Concluded From Last Week 


The arrangement with the Board of 
American Missions whereby this Board 
supervises synod’s Home Missions pro- 
gram is to continue for another year, 
until the next synod convention, by 
synod’s vote. The assistant executive 
secretary, who is also the synod’s Home 
Missions supervisor, Paul Andrew 
Kirsch, D.D., presented the report, 
which shows two new missions organ- 
ized to the point where synod received 
them at this convention into the num- 
ber of its affiliate churches. They are: 
Christ Church, Jamaica Estates, North, 
Flushing (Long Island Conference), 
and Church of the Advent, Grantwood- 
Palisade, N. J. (New Jersey Confer- 
ence). Further progress on the Home 
Missions front is shown by these 
events in the lives of mission congre- 
gations: four assumed self - support 
during the year as to pastor’s salary; 
six dedicated new church homes; the 
committee bought a building for Trans- 
figuration Spanish congregation, to 
serve as a meeting place and parson- 
age; one congregation bought a parson- 
age; two are to break ground shortly 
for their church buildings; two dedi- 
cated church organs. There are at 
present thirty-eight English missions; 
fifteen linguistic missions, ministering 
in German, Hungarian, Wendish, 
Slovak and the Spanish languages; and 
six “sustentation points.” From this 
recital, plus this: administration of 
financing, adopting plans suited to each 
mission’s peculiar problems and cir- 
cumstances, re-surveying old terri- 
tories, surveying and canvassing new 
areas, and keeping a “finger on the 
collective pulse” of seven Conference 
Mission Committees which during the 
year held twenty-four meetings, in 
addition to the five regular meetings of 
the Synod Committee, “he who runs 
may read” that Home Missions is a live 
issue in this territory. 

The Synod Home Missions Commit- 
tee, which the 1939 synod convention 
had charged with the task of examin- 
ing low salaries among its pastors re- 
ported receiving fine co-operation in 
terms of replies to questionnaires sent 
out, two-thirds of the men having re- 
sponded, and quite freely and frankly. 
In spite of the report that “the ques- 
tion of the pastor’s material well-being 
is not so depressingly serious as many 
would have us believe,” synod went 
into a most animated exchange of ver- 
bal expressions in answer to the re- 
port that fourteen pastors receive less 
than $1,000 annually, and a much 
larger number receive less than $1,500. 
The feeling was decidedly against the 


“rightness” of such a situation, par- 
ticularly since a number of the men 
in these groups must rent shelter out 
of such meager stipend. That feeling 
issued in synod’s committing the entire 
matter for further study. 

The Rev. Arthur Herbert, East 
Orange, N. J., chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Social Missions, reported on 
that committee’s three-fold task of 
evangelism, moral and social welfare, 
and inner mission, calking attention 
again to the splendid evangelism plan 
and materials available to pastors and 
congregations through the U. L. C. A. 
committee; urging pastors to recom- 
mend good “movies” and good books; 
and to “consider the present distressing 
time as calling for preaching on the 
need for repentance and humility;” and 
recommending to all churches of 
synod “a strengthening of their re- 
lationships with our institutions of 
mercy.” 

The Committee on Foreign Missions, 
the Rev. Charles A. Davis, Brooklyn, 
chairman, reported returned mission- 
aries from Japan, Dr. and Mrs. C. K. 
Lippard; and China, Rev. Ralph Sell, 
and the U. L. C. A. Secretary for Pro- 
motion, the Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, 
as having toured synod and spoken on 
that theme. The Committee on Women’s 
Missionary Society expressed the hope 
through its chairman, Rev. John G. 
Fleck, D.D., Buffalo, that every parish 
in synod might give this women’s pro- 
gram “serious consideration.” 


PARISH EDUCATION 


A glance at the work of the Com- 
mittee on Parish Education, Rev. Hugo 
L. Dressler, Buffalo, chairman, gives 
proof of intelligent provision for meet- 
ing the needs of synod’s youth. The 
Committee on Luther League, the Rev. 
William L. Dowler, Rochester, chair- 
man, emphasizes the ‘same important 
phase of church work. Under the 
supervision of synod’s Secretary for 
Religious Education, the Rev. Paul C. 
White, Ph.D., the past year saw another 
season of leadership training at the 
Silver Bay Summer School; the Pine- 
crest Dunes Luther League Leader- 
ship Training School; Camp Paradise 
for Girls; Camp Trexler, for boys; de- 
velopment of the Daily Vacation 
Church School program; promoting of 
“Children of the Church” and Luther 
League programs; and of the “Parish 
Education” Month. The former com- 
mittee also urges the use in New York 
State of the opportunity, legally 


granted, releasing time from public 


The latter committee reported that “all 


THE LUTHERAN 


school for religious education purposes. 
our State Luther Leagues, (there are 
three such), are doing excellent work 
and deserve the hearty support and 
co-operation of every pastor and con- 
gregation.” Plans and programs in this 
field are ready for this season, also. 


COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 


Although scheduled in the regular 
order for Thursday, the subject of 
Education received extended atten- 
tion,—on all three full days the synod 
was in session. Heroic and earnest 
efforts by Synod’s Board of Education, 
numbering among its personnel some 
of synod’s most outstanding men, have 
resulted in no progress to the solution 
of synod’s adequately supporting two 
institutions of college grade on its ter- 
ritory. The Board’s report, presented 
by its president, Arthur H. Schmoyer, 
D.D., Niagara Falls, included a pro- 
vision “that because the policy of 
synod with regard to higher education 
seems still to be undetermined, and 
because there is a strong and definite 
feeling in the Board that under these 
circumstances a campaign at present 
would work to the detriment of a con- 
certed policy— 

1. The Board of Education express its 
conviction that such a campaign is in- 
advisable; 

2. The Board reiterate its conviction 
that ultimately but one college should re- 
ceive synod’s support on this territory; 

3. The Board suggest the appointment 
of a commission of five to investigate the 
feasibility of a policy of co-ordination be- 
tween our institutions, the report to be 
rendered to synod through the Board of 
Education in 1941. 

4. The Board express its judgment that 
a feasible plan looking to the co-ordina- 
tion of these two institutions would justify 
a campaign in the interests of both in- 
stitutions during 1941-42, such. campaign 
to receive the whole-hearted and en- 
thusiastic support of synod.” 


A request to synod at the 1939 con- 
vention from Hartwick College for a 
financial campaign “at the earliest pos- 
sible date,” which was referred back to 
the Board of Education, emerged at 
this meeting again, this time in a 
recommendation, one of a series, pre- 
sented directly from the floor by Clar- 
ence C. Stoughton, president of Wag- 
ner College, which synod adopted, the 
Board’s judgment to the contrary not- 
withstanding. It reads: “That the 
Board of Education be instructed that 
it is the desire of synod that the col- 
leges be granted the privilege of con- 
ducting a joint campaign in the synod 
in 1941.” Two other recommendations 
in the series, seeking to put the synod 
on record as “committed to two col- 
leges,” and granting representatives 
from each of the two college boards to 
sit in “on all meetings of the Board of 
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Education without privileges of mem- 
bership or vote, but for the sole pur- 
pose of consultation on matters affect- 
ing the institutions,” were referred back 
to the Board itself. 

"The student work carried on at 
Ithaca, under the ministry of Edward 
T. Horn, III; and at Cambridge for the 
past fifteen years under Norman D. 
Goehring, D.D., recently resigned, as 
well as the work, on a part-time basis, 
with Syracuse University students, is 
progressing. The sense of synod is 
to continue to work for further financial 
resources until there shall be a suitable 
chapel at Cambridge. 

Failure of the Board of Education to 
name a figure in synod’s budget for 
the support of Hartwick Seminary for 
the coming year, caused a flurry in the 
convention, which was finally resolved 
when the delegates adopted the reso- 
lution of the President of The United 
Lutheran Church in America: ‘“Where- 
as, the continuation of Hartwick Semi- 
nary under the present conditions 
seems unsatisfactory; Resolved, That 
our representatives on its Board of 
Trustees, and the Board of Education 
of synod be instructed to meet jointly 
as soon as possible and to prepare 
definite recommendations concerning 
the future of the institution. The joint 
meeting shall be called by the convener 
of the Board of Education.” The Rev. 
W. H. Bruce Carney, D.D., is the semi- 
nary’s president. 

Philadelphia Seminary, which synod 
also supports, reported through Dr. 
Herman Brezing, Mount Vernon, one 
of synod’s representatives on its Board 
of Directors, and through Dr. Luther 
D. Reed, seminary president. 


U. L. C. A. REPRESENTATIVE 


The Rev. Dr. J. J. Scherer, Rich- 
mond, Va., president of the Virginia 
Synod, judge of the Juvenile Court of 
Richmond, and president of the Vir- 
ginia State Council of Social Workers, 
presented the claims of The United 
Lutheran Church in America upon its 
constituent synods. “The Church of 
Jesus Christ, and I mean the Lutheran 
Church, can be planted and propa- 
gated wherever there are people,” said 
‘Dr. Scherer. “Communism or revo- 
lution is ahead of us unless we apply 
the Christian way to our industrial 
order.” Referring to the “youth prob- 
lem,” he claimed with vigor, “Youth is 
today more spiritual than in my gener- 
ation. Youth is challenging us today 
to give them the basic truths by which 
they can live and solve our social 
problems.” He cited, to prove this 
latter point, a recent discussion session 
at the University of Virginia where his 
presentation of God and His claims on 
men’s lives held the men interested 
until one o’clock in the morning. 


A COMPREHENSIVE 
PROGRAM 


The Marion Conference of the Synod 
of Virginia met in St. James Church, 
Chilhowie, Va., May 21 and 22. After 
the opening of conference, the enroll- 
ment of delegates, reports of officers 
and committees, followed The Service 
with the Sacrament of the Altar, with 
the Rev. A. K. Hewitt, president, 
preaching the sermon. 

The Rev. John R. Brokhoff led the 
discussion on “Problems of Modern 
Youth”; Hugh J. Rhyne, D.D., led the 
discussion on “What Can We Do to 
Help and Hold Youth?” and Miss 
Frances V. Miller led the discussion on 
“Practical Problems of Luther League 
Work.” These discussions indicated that 
conference is deeply interested in the 
youth of the Church. Enthusiasm for 
this “Youth Year in Our Church” was 
evidenced in all discussions; and Youth 
Conferences to be promoted this fall 
were anticipated with keen interest. 
Much is expected from the promotional 
plan on “Youth’s Faith in Action.” 

In compliance with the synodical 
Brotherhood’s resolution, conference 
seriously considered the work of the 
Brotherhood. Dr. A. B. Greiner spoke 
on “What Ails the Brotherhood?” the 
Rev. A. K. Hewitt led the discussion on 
“Is There a Need for the Brotherhood?” 
and Mr. Miller Ritchie, synodical 
Brotherhood president, spoke on “How 
May We Promote the Brotherhood?” 
The discussions inspired a determina- 
tion to make the Brotherhood a vital 
organization for utilizing the man 
power of the Church for effective 
Christian service. 

Earnest, timely and thought-provok- 
ing discussions were led by E. H. 
Copenhaver, D.D., on “The Church in 
Time of War”; and the Rey. J. Luther 
Mauney on “Conscientious Objectors 
and Church Support of Them.” An 
able sermon on “Military Power and 
the Power of the Holy Spirit” was 
preached by the Rev. John W. Ott. 

The Rev. Kenneth Killinger, moun- 
tain missionary, discussed “The Status 
of Mountain Missions.” The Rev. W. V. 
McCray discussed “Planning and Pro- 
moting Parish Education.” Superin- 
tendent T. C. Rohrbaugh brought a 
message from our Orphan Home at 
Salem. President Hugh J. Rhyne pre- 
sented the interests of Marion College, 
and Superintendent R. Homer Ander- 
son spoke in the interest of Roanoke 
College. The closing message was an 
inspiring address by Superintendent 
Anderson on “Looking at Our Synod.” 
He termed it a “Hawk’s-eye View of 
Our Strategic Home Mission Points 
from Shepherdstown, W. Va., to Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn.” 

St. James Church was a congenial 
and hospitable host. M. J. Kuurrz. 
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Welfare Society Conducts Confirmation 


Boys from Industrial 
School Received Into 
Church Membership 


THOUGH a comparatively 
young agency, the Lutheran 
Welfare Society of Wiscon- 
sin is doing mission work in 
about thirty-five private, 
county, and state institu- 
tions. As opportunities for 
work are discovered the 
Society tries to meet the 
need; and the aim is to de- 
velop a state-wide program 
of service to Lutherans in 
institutions. 

Since the beginning of the 
Society’s fiscal year, Sep- 
tember 1, 1939, about 3,800 
persons have been visited in 
institutions, and more than 
10,000 have attended insti- 
tutional services. The di- 
rector of this department is 
assisted by about twenty 
volunteer helpers. 

The accompanying pic- 
ture shows a confirmation 
service held May 19, 1940, 
in St. Luke’s Church, Wau- 
kesha, Wis., at which time 
sixteen boys from the State Industrial 
School were confirmed. Of this num- 
ber four were also baptized. The serv- 
ice was in charge of the Rev. I. R. 
Kraemer, pastor of St. Luke’s Church, 
and the Rev. George C. Hansler, di- 
rector of institutional missions for the 
Lutheran Welfare Society. 

Bibles for class members were pro- 
vided by Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Jouno of 
Milwaukee, and class certificates by 
Mr. and Mrs. William Steinman of 
Waukesha. 

The other teachers taking part in the 
mission work in the Industrial School 
during the past season were the Rev. 
A. G. Streich, the Rev. John Shannon, 
and Mr. J. Jerstad. GU Gary 


AN UNUSUAL RECORD 


Mr. Harry J. Knoll presented his res- 
ignation as treasurer of Temple Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa. after an uninter- 
rupted service of thirty-seven years. It 
was accepted with regret, and appre- 
ciation was expressed for this honor- 
able and unusual record of service. 

The Rev. Charles D. Geiger will again 
serve as pulpit supply at Temple 
Church during the absence of the pas- 
tor, Dr. W. G. Boomhower. A vacation 
Bible school will open for a three 
weeks’ term June 24. 


LAND O’ THE LAKES 
By the Rev. William S. Avery 


ALTHOUGH other states may claim to 
be the “Land o’ the Lakes,” none has 
a better right to the title than Mich- 
igan. Some may have more than 5,000 
lakes within their borders, but none 
has as much lake water for a boundary. 
Washing against the outline of its two 
long peninsulas is the water from four 
of the five Great Lakes. Not only is it 
almost surrounded by these lakes, 
which compose one-third of the world’s 
fresh-water area, but two-fifths of its 
own area is lake water. Truly its name, 
taken from the Indian “Mich-saw-ye- 
gan” and meaning “lake country,” is 
well applied. It should be a pleasant 
experience to travel the synodical road 
together through this “Land o’ the 
Lakes.” 

Our travels, however, will be con- 
fined to one of Michigan’s two pen- 
insulas. There are no United Lutheran 
congregations on the Upper Peninsula, 
which appears like a giant wedge sep- 
arating Lake Superior from Lake Mich- 
igan. Our churches are concentrated in 
the southern half of the Lower Pen- 
insula. On the map it looks like a huge 
hand with Lake Michigan to the west 
and Lakes Huron, St. Clair and Erie 
to the east. The roads connecting our 
congregations are like the lines of this 
hand, all radiating from Detroit. 


To the south is the shortest line run- 
ning to Flat Rock. The next runs in a 
southwest direction touching Dearborn, 
Hillsdale, Constantine and Three Rivers. 
Directly west the longest line cuts the 
peninsula in two, going through Ann 
Arbor, Jackson, Battle Creek, and 
Kalamazoo, with its terminus at South 
Haven. To the northwest the two 
churches are strategically located in 
Lansing, the state capital, and Grand 
Rapids, the largest city outside of De- 


-troit. Finally comes Pontiac, Flint and 


Saginaw to the north. These 15 con- 
gregations with the 13 in Detroit, make 
up the synod’s 28 active congregations. 
Though comparatively few in number, 
they are well located, forming a net- 
work among half the state’s 5,000,000 
population. 

Planning the work of this road to- 
gether (synod) in the “Land o’ the 
Lakes,” is one of the youngest, if not 
the youngest, synodical executive com- 
mittee. The average age of its clerical 
members stands at 32 years. At least 
the president of synod, the Rev. F. P. 
Madsen, oldest clerical member of the 
committee, is the youngest synodical 
president in the United Lutheran 
Church. His age is 16 years under the 
average of all synodical presidents! 

President Madsen begins his term 
under auspicious conditions. Last year 
synod reported that 79 per cent of the 
apportioned benevolence had been paid, 
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an increase of five per cent over 1938, 
and the fifth consecutive year similar 
increases had been made. The latest 
issue of synod’s bi-monthly paper in- 
dicates that benevolence is now $642 
ahead of a year ago—an encouraging 
step toward the 100 per cent goal. 


The Brotherhood 

One of the organizations which may 
have a great deal to do with the synod’s 
up-swing, is the revived Brotherhood 
of the Michigan Synod. Meeting at 
Redeemer Church, Lansing, on May 25, 
the Brotherhood pledged every aid in 
their power to the strengthening of the 
synod. On the following day the con- 
vention was opened to all men of synod, 
and an inspiring rally and fellowship 
dinner were held. Seventy-five men 
from about half the churches heard 
President Madsen tell what the synod 
expects of its men under the title, “An 
Army Mobilized.” Dr. C. M. Loesell, 
president of the American Federation 
of Lutheran Brotherhoods, spoke on 
“Why a Brotherhood in Every Church?” 
at the evening meal. The Brotherhood 
elected the following officers: L. C. 
Gruber, St. Paul’s, Detroit, president; 
K. Moots, St. Paul’s, vice-president; 
C. D. Cornell, Olivet, Detroit, secretary; 
G. C. Rauhauser, Hope, Detroit, treas- 
urer; L. G. Karle, Hope, literature sec- 
retary; W. H. Ellis, Reformation, De- 
troit, statistician; and W. Groshans, 
Trinity, Ann Arbor; S. A. Buseth, Im- 
manuel, Jackson; R. A. Brabant, Bethel, 
Detroit, trustees. 


The Luther League 

Seventy-one Luther Leaguers at- 
tended the spring rally of the South- 
western District held at Trinity Church, 
Kalamazoo. Discussion groups centered 
their thoughts on “Living Daily with 
Christ,” in business, teaching, medicine, 
the diaconate and the ministry. The 
Rev. E. Berger of Pontiac preached the 
evening sermon on “Christian Life 
Service.” 

More than 100 Leaguers attended the 
rally of the Detroit District at Luther 
Memorial Church, May 19. Two lay- 
men and Sister Ruthea of the Lutheran 
Charities, spoke on “Life Service in 
Everyday Living.” 

All Leaguers are looking forward to 
their annual state convention at Wald- 
enwoods over the Labor Day week-end. 
Past experiences have made this outing 
attractive to the young people. 


In Detroit 

Outstanding among recent activities 
in the Detroit area was the ordination 
of the Rev. Martin E. Lehmann, and his 
installation as assistant pastor of the 
First Hungarian Church on June 2. 
The Rev. C. F. Stickles, former pres- 
ident of synod, conducted the liturgy. 


Preaching the ordination sermon and 
performing the ceremony was the pres- 
ident of synod, the Rev. F. P. Madsen. 
Giving the charge to the congregation 
and installing the assistant pastor, was 
the chairman of synod’s home mission 
committee, the Rev. H. E. Schildroth. 
His part was occasioned by the unique 
status of Pastor Lehmann’s work. 
Though the First Hungarian Church is 
now in its thirtieth year and is well 
established, the new pastor’s work will 
be confined to a newly organized Eng- 
lish division under the supervision of 
the Board of American Missions. Other 
foreign language churches might weli 
emulate the Hungarians in their desire 
to serve the needs of their young peo- 
ple in this new way. Others taking part 
in the service were the Rev. James 
Becker, pastor of the Hungarian 
Church, and the Rev. William S. 
Avery, secretary of synod. 


Mr. William Newby, charter mem- 
ber of Reformation, Detroit, for 23 
years, and member of the church coun- 
cil for 17 consecutive years, passed 
away May 18. He had served as choir 
director, superintendent of the Sunday 
school, and had fashioned crosses and 
bulletin boards for his own church and 
others in Detroit. Reformation Church 
has reduced its mortgage some $2,500 
in one year. Pastor Stickles preached 
the commencement address at Chicago 
Lutheran Seminary, May 8. 


Bethel Church, Detroit, is one of the 
few congregations which still holds a 
successful Vesper Service every Sun- 
day. Its young people conduct the en- 
tire service. This is an indication of 
one of Bethel’s secrets of success, for 
all of its young people belong to the 
Luther League, its men to the Men of 
the Church, and its women to the 
Women of the Church. Each group, as 
well as the church school, puts out its 
own attractive mimeographed paper. 


There are few congregations which 
enjoy the distinction that belongs to 
Unity, Detroit, the Rev. S. L. Boger 
pastor. It is one of those unique 
churches which did not go the way of 
the world and try to have its debt 
written off during the depression. A 
recent bulletin indicates that the church 
continues to pay regularly on its first 
mortgage indebtedness. Pastor Boger’s 
bulletins are spicy—but full of meat 
too! His treatments of the days of the 
Church Year are particularly novel and 
interesting. 


Outstate, the Rev. Richard L. Smith 
has accepted the call to become the pas- 
tor of Messiah Church, Constantine. 
He was graduated from Hamma Divin- 
ity School May 19, and was ordained 
by the Synod of Ohio. Reuben Phipps, 
charter member of Trinity, Grand 
Rapids, passed into the Church Tri- 
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WHEN IN 


MILWAUKEE 


COME TO 


REDEEMER 


1905 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
REV. A. A. ZINCK, D.D. 


Services at 9 A. M. and 10.30 A. M. 


Out of town visitors are welcomed at 
Redeemer, the downtown congregation. Take 
Wisconsin Avenue bus, Wells or Clybourn 
Street cars west to Nineteenth Street. 


“A»Lamp Shining in a Dark Place.” 
2 Pet. 1:19. 


The Word ol Prophecy 


SAMUEL MARTIN MILLER and 
HALVAR GEORGE RANDOLPH 
A book to help you understand present- 
day events in the light of prophecy. It is 
good to know that God has a plan. 
Some of subjects discussed: 
The Church and the Kingdom 
The Antichrist 
The Great Tribulation 
The Millennium 
The Judgments 
Christ’s Second Coming 
Practical Effects of the Blessed Hope 
Order from 
THE LUTHERAN BIBLE INSTITUTE 
BOOK STORE 
1619 Portland Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED L. GREWE, Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 9:45 A. M, 


FAIR VISITORS ARE 


New York eve to arrenp 


SERVICES AT 


St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church 


Lexington Ave. and 54th Street 
(In the Heart of Manhattan) 

Rev. A. B. Moldenke, Ph.D., D.D., Pastor 
Rev. W. John Villaume, Assistant Pastor 
SUNDAY SERVICES 
Church Service 
Sunday School 


umphant recently. The Rev. Aksel 
Larson, former editor of this column 
(then called Wolverine Wanderings) 
and pastor at Lansing, was recently 
elected treasurer of the Lutheran Fel- 
lowship at Michigan State College. This 
foundation expects to do the same fine 
work as that done by the similar group 
at Michigan State University, Ann 
Arbor, under the able leadership of the 
Rev. H. O. Yoder, pastor of Trinity 
Church. 
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Francis Military Academy 


Fourth Grade through College Preparatory. 
Two separate schools. Accredited. Small classes. 
Conversational method. All athletics. Master for 
every ten boys. Non-sectarian. Tuition unusually 
low. Half hour from Philadelphia. Catalog. Box 
266A. Laurel Springs, New Jersey. 


ALSO SUMMER SCHOOL AND CAMP 


MARION COLLEGE 


Accredited Junior College and High School 
in famous “blue grass” region of Virginia. 
Liberal arts, Pre-library, Pre-nursing, Pre- 
journalism, Pre-social work, Education, Busi- 
ness Education, Home Economics, Music, 
Speech, gest home and social life in at- 
mosphere of Southern culture. 67th year. 
Rates. $425.00 to $485.00. Catalogue and view- 
book.—H. J. Rhyne. Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


Atonement 
Lutheran Church 


FIRST AVENUE and HECK STREET 
ASBURY PARK, N. J. 
REV. CARL H, MILLER, Pastor 


Church School 
Morning Worship ..... 


Come and Worship with us While 
Spending Your Vacation at the 


SEASHORE 


WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITOL 
VISIT 


LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 


14TH and N STREETS, N. W. 
MORNING SERVICE: 11:00 A. M. 
Carl C. Rasmussen, D.D., Pastor 


When in Atlantic City visit your 


Lutheran Church 


oT. ANDREW’S-BY-THE-SEA 


Michigan & Pacific Avenues 
Richard F. Garnet, Pastor 


CHURCH SCHOOL 10:00 A.M. 
THE SERVICE LEIS CALM: 
VESPERS © i ccessvvestecttnrys overseers 8:00 P.M. 


A hearty welcome for Everybody 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 


First Lutheran Church 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 


SUNDAY 

SERVICES 
9:30 A. M. 
11:00 A. M. 
8:00 P. M. 


MORNING 
SERVICE 
Broadeast over 
Sta. WJ AS 


RETIREMENT REGRETTED 


Directors of Tressler Home Appreciate 
Services of Dr. and Mrs. G. R. Heim 


Dr. G. R. Herm was superintendent 
of Tressler Orphans’ Home, Loysville, 
Pa., and Mrs. Heim matron for seven- 
teen years. During that time there was 
great expansion in the work of the 
Home, in building, equipment and en- 
dowment. There was great develop- 
ment in the educational work of the 
Home. The ehildren were well trained 
in worship and knowledge of the Bible. 
Attention was given to the personal 
needs and development of character to 
each individual boy and girl. 

During that time Dr. and Mrs. Heim 
were faithful and devoted to their task. 
They were reliable and faithful in the 
discharge of their duties. They were 
co-operative with the Board of Trus- 
tees and the Executive Committee. 
They exemplified a consecrated Chris- 
tian life, a noble Christian character, 
and so taught by precept and example. 

Dr. Heim presented his resignation 
as superintendent and Mrs. Heim as 
matron to the Board of Trustees on 
April 18 at Zion Church, Harrisburg, 
Pa. The resignations were accepted 
with regret. The Board desires to ex- 
press its regret in the following words: 

Resolved, that we give thanks to 
Almighty God that He raises leaders among 
us to do great and important work in His 
Church, and that we thank Him for Dr. 
and Mrs. Heim, their Christian training, 
faith and character. 

Resolved, that we express our deepest 
feeling of gratitude to Dr. and Mrs. Heim 
for their faithful and devoted service to 
the Home during these seventeen years. 

Resolved, that we express our feeling 
of appreciation to the Church for its good 
will toward the Home, its friendly attitude, 
its prayers and generous financial support 
during those years. It was an expression 
of esteem and trust by the church toward 
Dr. and Mrs. Heim. : 

Resolved, that we express our regret to 
Dr. and Mrs. Heim at their retirement 
from the services of the Home. We know 
their departure will be a real loss to the 
Home. We offer our prayers and good will 
toward them as they leave the services of 
the Home. 
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Resolved, that we give a copy of these 
resolutions to Dr. and Mrs. Heim, that we 
give a copy to THE LUTHERAN, a copy to the 
Orphans’ Home Echoes, and that we write 
them on the minutes of the Board of 
Trustees, 

(Signed) For the Board, 
Rev. Georce EH, SHEFFER, A.M., Sec., 
Mr. Georce P. Buack, Treas., 
Committee. 


“AFTER TWENTY YEARS” 


ANNIVERSARY services marking twenty 
years of service by the Rev. Bela Shet- 
lock as pastor of Zion Church, Olney, 
Philadelphia, Pa., and also twenty years 
in the gospel ministry were held June 
2. At the morning service Pastor Shet- 
lock preached’ on “After Twenty 
Years’; at the evening service Dr. 
Frank M. Urich preached. The anni- 
versary number of the church bulletin 
contained pictures of all the classes 
confirmed during this pastorate, and the 
interior and exterior of the old and new 
churches. The pastor’s picture ap- 
peared on the front page. ' 

Twenty years ago there were 198 
confirmed members of Zion Church; 
now there are 1,035. Pastoral acts in- 
cluded 315 funerals, 416 baptisms, 172 
marriages, and 544 confirmed. The Sun- 
day school has grown from 214 to 872. 
The congregation is well organized and 
includes auxiliaries for the men, 
women, youth and children. Twenty 
years ago there was a debt of $2,394.13 
on the old chapel; December 23, 1928, 
the present church was dedicated at a 
cost of $118,398.73, on which there is 
now a debt of $41,500. 

The offerings have grown from $2,160 
to $5,996; and the payment on appor- 
tionment has increased from $385 to 
$1,211. The total sums raised for all 
purposes in two decades has been 
$303,210.80. 

The goal for the next five years is a 
membership of 1,350; Sunday school 
membership of 1,000; reduction of the 
debt to $20,000; apportionment paid in 
full; and at least one native worker in 
some foreign mission field. 


A MOTHER AND FIVE SONS 


Mrs. Kate Kern, widow of 
the late Rev. Karl Kern, died 
last December at a hospital in 
San Angelo, Texas. She was 
not only the faithful wife of a 
minister but was the mother 
of five sons, three of whom 
are in pastorates in Texas: 
Fred W. Kern, Austin, until 
recently president of the 
Texas Synod; John W. Kern, 
Vernon; and Nathaniel H. 
Kern, Houston. 
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ARE WE REACHING THE 
MASSES? 


The Rev. I. R. Kraemer, pastor of St. 
Luke’s Church, Waukesha, Wis., has 
made a religious survey of the entire 
city. The purpose is to learn how many 
of the 19,000 people of the city do not 
go to church at all, what per cent be- 
long to some church but do not attend, 
and how many belong to each denom- 
ination. He is assisted in the work by 
Mr. Arthur Alm, a student at North- 
western Lutheran Theological Sem- 
inary, Minneapolis. Mr. Alm will preach 
at St. Luke’s during the pastor’s va- 
cation. 

Pastor Kraemer writes: “In my 
twelve years in the ministry I have 
always tried to develop and strengthen 
the local church organization. The im- 
pelling motive of the work we are doing 
in this canvass is the realization that 
if each local parish is properly shep- 
herded the world situation will rectify 
itself. To me it is very clear that the 
church is not reaching the great masses. 
We do not lack good men nor a good 
message, but merely good mechanics 
and the willingness to work a good 
system.” 

The Waukesha Daily Freeman writes 
in an editorial: “Here is a minister who 
is not afraid of an inventory of Wau- 
kesha’s spiritual resources. . . . The 
survey should be enlightening not only 
to St. Luke’s, but to every other church 
in the city. Mr. Kraemer is doing a 
great service to the community by con- 
ducting this survey.” 


APARTMENT HOUSE 
SURVEY 


New York, N. Y. St. Peter’s Church, 
54th Street and Lexington Avenue, and 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 53d 
Street and Fifth Avenue, are conduct- 
ing a neighborhood survey in an effort 
to reach unchurched people in the large 
apartment houses in the vicinity of 
these churches. Through the courtesy 
of many real estate management com- 
panies in this city, a church canvasser 
has personally presented an invitation 
to thousands of residents to attend the 
church of their choice. 

Eighty-five per cent of the apart- 
ment houses from 53d Street to 59th 
Street, east of Fifth Avenue, have been 
made accessible for this canvass. It is 
believed that this is the first time in the 
last two decades a greeting and invita- 
tion could be personally extended to 
unchurched residents of high-class 
apartment houses by the churches in 
their neighborhood. 

The participating churches are fol- 
lowing up hundreds of people who have 
shown definite interest in attending 
services by personal letters from the 
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Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, N. C. 


(CO-EDUCATIONAL) 


Owned and controlled by the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of North Carolina 
STANDARD “A” GRADE INSTITUTION 
Fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges. 


A.B. and B.S. DEGREES 


PRE-PROFESSIONAL, TEACHERS, COMMERCIAL 


AND MUSIC COURSES 


Expenses $356.00 to $380.00. 
For information and catalogue, write 
P. E. MONROE, President 
Lenoir Rhyne College - - 


Hickory, N. C. 


When in SAN FRANCISCO you are 
invited to attend Services at 


ST. MARK’S 
Ev. Lutheran Church 


1135 O’FARRELL STREET 


“The Oldest Lutheran Church 
in the West.” 


WORSHIP SERVICE, 11:00 A. M. 
Rev. J. Edward Oslund, Pastor 


pastors. St. Peter’s Church has organ- 
ized a volunteer calling committee, con- 
sisting of thirty members of that con- 
gregation, to assist the clergy in visit- 
ing those who have indicated that they 
would welcome a call. 

It is hoped that with the continued 
co-operation of real estate manage- 
ments this method of reaching the de- 
socialized population of Manhattan may 
be extended throughout the island to 
bring new life into the city churches 
and the strength of Christianity into 
the hearts of troubled people in these 
times. GRACE STEWART. 


LUTHER LEAGUE CON- 
VENTION 


St. Jonn’s CuurcH, Allentown, Pa., 
of which the Rev. Dr. William C. 
Schaeffer is the pastor, and whose ac- 
commodations for church work and 
architectural standing are widely com- 
mended, will be the place of meeting 
of the first annual convention of the 
Luther League of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. The convention will take 
place July 17, 18 and 19. Among the 
speakers announced are Dr. A. Charles 
R. Keiter of Lebanon, Dr. Phares G. 
Beer of Allentown, and the Rev. Harold 
S. Miller of Brooklyn, N. Y. “Youth 
Problems” will be the topic of discus- 
sion at two forty-five-minute periods. 
The banquet will be held July 18. 

This convention is numbered first be- 
cause it follows the changed arrange- 
ments for Luther Leaguers of the State 
of Pennsylvania now related directly 


to the three synods of the state. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 


ALSO ATTEND 


The First English Lutheran Church 
Geary between Gough and Octavia Sts. 
Rev. John R. Broyer, Ph.D., Archd., Pastor 
MORNING ORDER 11 A. M. 


World’s Fair Visitors 


INCARNATION 


Lutheran Church 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Rev. Harold S. Miller, Pastor 


SERVICE 10 A. M. 


FOURTH AVE. at FIFTY-FOURTH ST. 
B. M. T. 53rd St. Station Church at Exit 


Phone Windsor 9-7419 


HOLY TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 


1080 MAIN STREET 
Near Heart of City 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 
The Rev. Henry J. Pflum, D.D., Pastor 
The Rev. Wm. R. Fairman, Asst. Pastor 
Sunday School h..ceccciscecancccssmesce . 9.30 A.M. 
Morning Worship 10.45 A. M. 
We invite all visitors to Niagara Frontier 
to worship with us. 


Welcome to Los Angeles, California 


i: 


» 3119 W. Sixth St. 


David R. Huber, 
D.D., Pastor 


In the heart of 
the Wilshire 
district. 
berg Worshi 

1 IG A. M. 4 
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beauty anc — 
for attractive, 


ORGANS 


HIGHLAND : ILLINOIS Dent. LU. 


The Improved Wright 


Rolling Canvas Curtains 


Used in Sunday schools, chapels, etc., to di- 
vide class rooms. Easy and simple to operate. 
Sound-proof as wood partitions. Economical. 
Now in use in many churches. It is the most 
successful rolling partition obtainable. 

Large Velour Curtains a specialty. 

For prices, recommendations, and other 
particulars, write to 


WRIGHT & GAMBER, Lebanon, Pa. 
John G. Wright, Prop. 
“Endorsed by Leading Architects” 


Aeolian-Skinner 


ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 


Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 
Boston, Mass. 


When In 


CHICAGO 


NORTH AUSTIN 


LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MASON AVE. & LEMOYNE ST. 


(5932-W) (1500-N) 
Invites You to Worship On 
SUNDAY 
MorNINGS 


Services at 8:30, 9: 45 and 11:00 


Rev. F. W. Otterbein, D.D., Pastor 
Rev. Carl F. Yaeger, Acting Pastor 


NEW PARISH HOUSE AT 
WILLIAMSPORT 


Williamsport, Pa. June 2 the St. 
Mark’s Church School and Parish 
House was dedicated by the pastor, the 
Rev. J. Ray Houser. Community Night 
greetings were brought by the follow- 
ing prominent persons in civic life: 
Mayor Leo C. Williamson, Senior Judge 
D. M. Larrabee, Congressman Robert 
R. Rich, Mr. G. R. Fleming, secretary 
of the Y. M. C. A., and Miss Lillian 
Montgomery, secretary of the Y. W. 
C. A.; and by the Rev. Lester G. Shan- 
non, president of the Williamsport 
Council of Christian Education; the 
Rev. Harry W. Miller, president of the 
Susquehanna Conference of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod; and the Rev. 
David D. Burrell, president of the Wil- 
liamsport Ministerium. 

June 6 was Parish Night, and on this 
occasion greetings were brought by the 
Rev. H. J. Billow of Catawissa, pres- 
ident of the Danville Conference, and 
Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, president of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania. The mes- 
sage was delivered by Dr. S. White 
Rhyne, executive secretary of the Par- 
ish and Church School Board. 

Mrs. W. H. Poff and Miss Bertha S. 
Woellmer have furnished the nursery 
department room in memory of their 
parents, and a bronze tablet bearing 
the name of this building was placed by 
Mrs. John V. Ertel. 

October 1, 1939, ground was broken 
for the new building. Early in the pas- 
torate of Mr. Hauser he discovered 
the necessity of having modern equip- 
ment if an effective program of Chris- 
tian education was to be carried on. 
The second floor of the parish house 
will be completed when sufficient funds 
have been gathered, and the congrega- 
tion will then possess one of the best 
equipped and up-to-date parish and 
educational houses in the Church. Here 
will be located a children’s chapel, class 
rooms, choir rehearsal room, sewing 
room and office. 


NEW MARKET SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CONVENTION 


Unique in the experience of the 
writer was his attendance upon the 
New Market Sunday School Conven- 
tion, June 6 and 7, at St. Paul’s Church, 
Jerome, Va. President J. H. Rexrode 
and his executive staff had attended well 
to all preliminary matters. The pro- 
gram ran with precision and dispatch 
and was in no particular substituted for 
or amended. Functioning as a huge 
leadership training class the study this 
year was devoted to “The Church 
Worker and His Group Sessions.” The 
Rev. Theodore K. Finck of Philadelphia 
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had as his pupils some two hundred 
delegates and visitors. The able man- 
ner of his discussion registered well 
with both seekers for credit and visitors 
alike. Thirty-four certificates of credit 
were claimed at the session with prom- 
ise of some fifteen more to come. Con- 
servative estimates point to a half hun- 
dred before the thirty-day completion 
period has expired. 

Mr. Finck had as his supporting cast 
a corps of liturgists, preachers and de- 
votional leaders who furnished inspira- 
tion for the two-day meeting. He him- 
self paid tribute to the high type of 
pulpit eloquence discovered in the New 
Market Conference. The hospitality of 
the host congregation was on a high 
plane. Pastor Stoudemayer and his 
people had neglected nothing for the 
comfort of their guests. The associa- 
tion authorized its officers to continue 
the study session type of program into 
another year. Next year’s convention 
will go to St. Mark’s Church, Luray. 

A. K. Yount, Reporter. 


PERSONAL 


The Rev. Elmer D. S. Boyer of Grace 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa., marked the 
fifth anniversary of his pastorate June 
2. The guest preacher was the Rev. Dr. 
J. J. Schindel of Christ Church, Chest- 
nut Hill, Philadelphia. 

Pastor Boyer was graduated from 
Muhlenberg College forty years ago and 
from the Philadelphia Seminary three 
years later. His first pastorate was in 
Lafayette, Ind., where he began the 
work of Holy Trinity Church, which he 
served for fourteen years. Later he 
served Trinity Church, Danville, Pa., 
and the Church of the Resurrection, 
West Philadelphia. 

By the energetic efforts of Pastor 
Boyer, the contributing membership of 
Grace Church, less than a score when 
he took charge five years ago, has been 
increased to more than one hundred. 
The confirmed membership is now 125 
and the baptized membership 189. 


Forty years of service as a trustee 
of the Tressler Orphans’ Home at Loys- 
ville, Pa., is to the credit of Dr. George 
M. Diffenderfer, whose retirement from 
the directorate of that institution was 
recently reported. The Board of Di- 
rectors took cognizance of the interest 
which Dr. Diffenderfer had in the work 
of that institution of mercy and credited 
to his leadership a considerable portion 
of its expansion in physical equipment 
and in influence. In accepting his res- 
ignation they recorded their sense of 
loss, their prayers for God’s blessing 
upon him, and their desire that others 
might take up the work which he was 
constrained to relinquish. 
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The Rev. G. Charles Goering, secre- 
tary of the Indiana Synod and for four- 
teen years pastor at Middlebury, Ind., 
has received and accepted a call to the 
pastorate of St. Luke’s Church, Logans- 
port, Ind. He will enter upon his duties 
in this pastorate about July 1. 


The Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter ac- 
cepted the call to become pastor of the 
First Lutheran Church of St. Joseph, 
Mo., and ‘arrived in his new pastorate 
June 15. He was installed by Dr. 
Andreas Bard, president of the Kansas 
Synod, June 23. Mr. Kerstetter is a 
graduate of the Philadelphia The- 
ological Seminary and comes to St. 
Joseph after serving a year as assistant 
pastor to Dr. Ross Stover in Messiah 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa. He succeeds 
the Rev. H. J. McGuire, who resigned 
December 1, 1939, to go to Elgin, Ill. 


The Rev. Herbert L. Siegner has 
been elected president of the Lockport 
Pastors’ Association. Mrs. Siegner has 
been elected president of the Lockport 
Federation of Missionary Societies. Dr. 
Allan Wesp Siegner, son of Pastor and 
Mrs. Siegner has received his M.D. 
degree from the University of Buffalo. 


Mr. J. Alfred Updegraff, graduate of 
Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, 
Ohio, has accepted a call to become 
pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Paulding, 
Ohio. He is a member of Gethsemane 
Church, Indianapolis, Ind., and the Or- 
dination Service was held there June 2. 
The Rev. J. S. Albert preached the ser- 
mon. Dr. R. D. Wheadon, formerly of 
Logansport, now superintendent of the 
Mulberry Home, was the liturgist and 
Dr. H. E. Turney, president of the 
Indiana Synod, performed the act of 
ordination. 


CONGREGATIONS 


Riegelsville, Pa. St. Peter’s congre- 
gation, the Rev. R. Henry Neikirk pas- 
tor, painted the interior of the church 
and laid a new carpet prior to the cele- 
bration of their ninetieth anniversary. 
At the service of rededication the Rev. 
Dr. S. T. Nicholas, a son of the congre- 
gation, preached the sermon. Dr. M. R. 
Hamsher, president of the Synod of 
Central Pennsylvania, preached Com- 
munity Night. A sacred concert was 
enjoyed one night. 

At one of the services during the 
week a memorial plaque was unveiled 
to the memory of the Rev. Cyrus L. 
Fleck, who served the parish for thirty- 
four years. The plaque was unveiled 
by Dr. John G. Fleck, who also preached 
the sermon. The Fellowship Dinner 
was followed by a service at which Dr. 
J. E. Rudisill, the Rev. R. C. Miller and 
the Rev. P. H. Pearson spoke. The cost 
of improvements has been paid. 


Sioux City, Mo. St. Luke’s Church, 
which is holding services in the Masonic 
Hall, Morningside, has purchased a 
three-lot site on the northwest corner 
of Royce and Fourth Avenues. Thus 
the mission congregation which was or- 
ganized October 31, 1938, by Dr. Milton 
J. Bieber has made a decisive move 
toward the establishment of a future 
home. The Rev. David E. Robison was 
called to be the first permanent pastor 
of the congregation in the spring of 
1939. St. Luke’s hopes to build reason- 
ably soon. 


CAUGHT IN THE CONFLICT 
(Continued from page 2) 


hand, there are converts to the cause 
because of the striking illustrations of 
Christian fortitude which is evidenced 
in China and elsewhere in the world 
where disaster has not shaken the faith 
of the Christians. Someone has said 
that catastrophe has twin offspring— 
faith and despair. We must be careful 
as to which one will affect us. 

The Committee on the Promotion of 
Interest, one of the standing committees 
which makes up the Conference, gave 
serious thought to the matter of keep- 
ing this great cause before the people 
of North America. An international 
convention is being planned for the 
spring of 1941. Plans to continue mis- 
sionary programs over the radio are to 
be worked out. Already some very ef- 
fective promotion has been done in this 
field nationally. A plan is now being 
worked out for non-network publicity 
as well. This committee is convinced 
that just as the nation needs a foreign 
policy so also does the Church need a 
foreign policy, which is missions. The 
world must realize that the Church is 
a going concern. We must do more 
than tell people what we are doing; we 
must tell them why we are doing it. 
We have an ideology that works. We 
have a Saviour Whose power is still 
being manifested. Sacrificial expression 
of our faith in action is necessary, how- 
ever, on the part of Christians every- 
where if the “Lamps” are to be kept 
burning. 


Resolutions Passed 

“We appeal to our people to remem- 
ber that Christianity has made its great- 
est advances in times of international 
chaos. To the Christian heart the word 
‘chaotic’ means plastic and spells op- 
portunity. We recall that William Carey 
went to India within two years of the 
Terror of Paris; that in those days he 
recommended decennial meetings of 
the Christians of the world to be held 
on the Cape of:Good Hope as a central 
meeting place; that during the rise of 
the totalitarian states of the eighteenth 


Decide Like 
dn EAPERT! 


Words can’t describe the great 
superiority of these Royal folding 
chairs. We'd rather send you a 
free sample for 30 days’ use and 
inspection. Subject it to any test 


you like. 


First, mail coupon below for our 
new catalog. Select the chair you 
like. We'll ship it immediately— 
prepaid. 

STRONGEST, SAFEST 

AND MOST 
ECONOMICAL 


Sign below and attach to business letter: 
head for New Royal Folding Chair Catalog 
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THEIR SPIRIT OF 
INDEPENDENCE WITH OUR 
SAVINGS POLICIES ..... 


Encourage your children to save while young. Give them a chance to contribute toward 
the premiums from their personal savings or earnings. 


LUTHERAN MUTUAL issues ‘’Ordinary Life,"’ ‘‘Savings Refund” and '‘20 Payment Life’? 
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Founded 1879 
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Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Il. 
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century, monarchies more absolute than 
any power today, Christians framed the 
first approach to international law. 
Thus in time of adversity and apparent 
setback our fathers planned, prayed 
and worked toward that far-off day 
which must never be out of the Chris- 
tian’s vision. They builded better than 
they knew. 

“We recommend, therefore, that in a 
spirit of true Christian boldness we 
keep before the churches of North 
America the fact that in the missionary 
work of the church is the most creative 
constructive adventure in world order 
in which the average Christian layman 
can engage in a time like this, and that 
we express our feeling that it is an 
indispensable prerequisite to any last- 
ing peace or any permanent order of 
justice and good will.” 

Representatives from the United Lu- 
theran Church in attendance at the 
Conference were: Mrs. D. Burt Smith, 
Mrs. O. A. Sardeson and Miss Nona M. 
Diehl, as delegates from the Women’s 
Missionary Society. From the Board of 
Foreign Missions the delegates were Dr. 
George Greiss, Mr. S. F. Telleen, Dr. 
M. Edwin Thomas, Dr. Edwin Moll and 
Mr. George R. Weitzel. Mrs. Philip M. 


THE LUTHERAN 


CONFIDENCE 
By Eleanor Frey, York, Pa. 


I po not ask for plainer paths 
But for a guiding hand 
To keep me from the pitfalls, Lord, 
And faith to understand 
Thy wisdom and Thy will. 


I do not ask for burdens light— 
I, too, would bear my part; 
But grant me, Lord, from day to day 
A strong, courageous heart 
That knows no fear. 


I do not ask for cloudless skies— 
For naught of this world’s pain— 
But give me, Lord, a deep content 

That sings all through the rain 

And sees a bright tomorrow. 


When paths of life sometimes seem 
rough 
Or burdens heavy grow— 
When clouds blot out the sun, then, 
Lord, 
Walk with me and then I know 
I will not miss the road. 


Rossman and Mrs. Harry Goedeke rep- 
resented interdenominational women’s 
organizations. Missionaries—Dr. Roy 
Dunkelberger from India, Dr. Ralph 
Sell from China, and the Rev. Mr. 
Gordon R. Parker from Liberia were 
present. Miss Ethel Emerick, recently 
appointed a missionary to Liberia, was 
a member of the Conference of Out- 
going Missionaries. 


CORNELL SUMMER SCHOOL 


CorRNELL UNIVERSITY announces the 
1940 sessions of the Cornell Summer 
School for Town and Country Ministers 
to be held July 29-August 9. The 
courses offered fall into three groups— 
Rural Community Life, Pastoral Work, 
and Religious Education. The instruc- 
tion is intended for town and country 
ministers of all denominations. Min- 
isters’ wives and teachers of religious 
education are included among those 
who should find the school profitable. 

The cost announced is: Registration 
fee, $2.00; lodging, $6.00 to $8.00 for 
the school period; meals in cafeterias 
and restaurants, $1.00 to $1.50 per day. 

Prof. Dwight Sanderson, 308 Warren 
Hall, Ithaca, N. Y., will give informa- 
tion to inquiries by mail. 


THE CHILDREN OF THE 
CHURCH 


(Continued from page 9) 


are concerned that every member of the 
United Lutheran Church should have his 
soul stirred with a passion for missions. 
If this were true, then every qualified 
teacher would interpret the curriculum 


- almost total blindness. Mr. 
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adequately. If this is not true, the state- 
ment made by a little boy who said, “We 
don’t know any missionaries,” may come 
to have more truth in it than we care to 
admit. The teacher must care about af- 
fairs in our entire Church around the 
world, She must be awake to the rapid 
changes that are taking place. She must 
know missionaries and their work her- 
self. She cannot afford to be ignorant of 
the missionary publications in our Church. 
She must be an intelligent interpreter of 
the materials which are placed in her 
hands, if she is to train for the future an 
intelligent and a consecrated membership 
for our Church. 

The Women’s Missionary Society has 
confidence in the future program for The 
Children of the Church. Repeatedly this 
organization has expressed its willingness 
to co-operate with those who are directing 
it. It is obvious that ours is the one or- 
ganization in the Church that should con- 
tinue to raise its voice in behalf of the 
missionary interest of the program and 
more especially of the boys and girls 
themselves, 


OBITUARY 


The Rev. Charles William Jefferis 

To a weary and broken-down pil 
Angel of Death brought blessed die 
1940, after three years of 


m, the 
May 29, 
ainful illness and 
efferis had resided 
in North Wales, Pa., since 1937, when physical 
inability compelled him to retire from the active 
ministry 


He was born in West Chester, Pa., September 
12, 1864, a son of Jacob and Adaline (Brecken- 
ridge) Jefferis. In 1886 he was graduated from 
Muhlenberg College and in 1889 from the The- 
ological Seminary in Philadelphia, Pa. 

e charges embraced by a ministry of 
almost half a cen were Emmanuel, Alle- 
ier a Pa., 1889; Holy Trinity, Chester, 1889- 
1; St. Peter’s, North Wales, 1891-99; Resurrec- 
tion, le N. Y., 1899-03; Holy Trinity, 
Jamestown, N. Y., 1903-06; St. Paul’s, Doyles- 
town, Pa., 1906-20; Zion’s, Marietta, Ohio, 1921- 
25; St. John’s, Pen Argyl, N. J., 1925-37. 

He is survived by wife, Katherine (nee 
Weikel), and a daughter, Eleanor, at home. 

Funeral services were held June 3 in St. 
Peter’s Church, North Wales, with the Rev. 
Joseph W. Inslee, pastor, and the Rev. Dr. 
E. P. Pfatteicher, president of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania, officiating. Interment took 
place in the Lutheran Cemetery ie a 

A. S. Deibert. 


NACHUSA HOMECOMING 


Nachusa Orphanage, located at Nachusa, III., 
will hold its annual homecoming services Sun- 
day, July 7. A program directed toward 
deepened fellowship, increased inspiration, and 
greater care of the church’s wards has been 
planned. 


MIDLAND ASSEMBLY AND NEBRASKA 
WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The joint meeting of the Midland Assembly 
for Church Workers and the annual convention 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Nebraska Synod will be held in Fremont, Nebr., 
July 28 to August 2 inclusive. 

Mrs. L. A. Hornburg, Publicity Chairman. 


LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTIONS 


The Luther League of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Ministerium of Pennsylvania and the 
Adjacent States will hold its first annual con- 
vention, July 17 to 19 inclusive, in St. John’s 
Church, Allentown, Pa., William C. Schaeffer, 
D.D., pastor. 

The convention will open Wednesday, with 
devotions at 1.30 P. M., E. D. S. T. Wednesday 
evening Vesper Service in the a pee ale 
lege apel. The banquet will be held urs- 
day evening at Castle Garden, Dorney Park. 
A candlelight Installation Service will mark the 
close of the convention Friday evening in St. 
John’s Church. 

The Intermediates will convene Thursday in 
St. Michael’s Church. 

Francis K. Kline, Publicity Chairman. 


The forty-third annual convention of the 
Luther League of Indiana will be held at Oak- 
wood Park, Lake Wawasee, near Syracuse, Ind., 
July 14 and 15. The theme, “Jesus Calls Us.” 


Speakers: Grover E. Swoyer, D.D., Mansfield, 


Ohio; the Rev. Joseph . Frease, Columbus, 
executive secretary of the Luther League of 
Ohio; the Rev. H. C. Stolldorf of ayette, 


Ind.; and the Rev. Walter M. Wick, Batesville, 
Indiana. : 
Business sessions will be in charge of Mr. 
Paul D. Joers. 
Frederick W. Anderson, 
Registrar and Publicity Chairman. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Bickel, Harvey, from 1065 Lincoln Way, East, 
Chambersburg, Pa., to Route 1, Chambers- 


burg, Pa. 

Buhl, Albert H., from 814 S. Ogden St., Denver, 
Colo., to 619 E. Ohio Ave., Denver, Colo. 

Felker, E. A., from R. F. D. 1, Box 87, New- 
berry, S. C., to Toms Brooks, Va. 

Fulenwider, D.D., Edward, from Box 713, Bur- 
lington, N. C., to Troutman, N. C. 

Goering, G. Charles, from Middlebury, Ind., to 
93 E. Market St., Logansport, Ind. 

Irschick, Leon E. L., from 20 N. Portland Ave., 
Ventnor, N. J., to Vegeswarapuram, via 
Kovvur, West Godavari District, South India. 

Kampen, Walter, from 321 E. State St., Mason 
City, Iowa, to 610 N. Adams Ave., Mason 
City, Iowa. 

Keister, John T., Jr.,-from 303 Highland Ave., 
Wadsworth, Ohio, to 421 Monterey Ave., Oak- 
wood, Ohio. 

Kempson, J. Obert, from Blythewood, S. C., to 
Drawer 189, Columbia, S. C. 

Kraeling, D.D., E. C. J., from 132 Henry St., 
Brooklyn, N. Y., to Minerva, N. Y. 

Leamer, D.D., J. S., from 3310 17th St., Colum- 
bus, Nebr., to 3404 17th St., Columbus, Nebr. 

Leisher, William L., from P. O. Box 395, Vero 
Beach, Fla., to Marlinton, W. Va. 

Ottman, D.D., E. A., from R. F. D. 1, Troy, 
N. Y., to 5 Asbury Court, Binghamton, N. Y. 

Ritchie, E. L., from 813 Madison Ave., York, 
Pa., to 1422 “‘A”’ St., S. E., Washington, D. C. 

Sanft, William O. G., from 11 ustin St., 
Ridgefield Park, N. J., to 693 Oradell Ave., 
Oradell, N. J. 


31 


EMBROIDERIES 


Bible Markers . . 


CHURCH = 


'OLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS—SILK FLAGS—BANNERS 
WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 


43| JOHN KROGMANN 


ARTIST 
Studio3 3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 
HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 
FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 
Catalog Free on Request. 

The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 
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wee (sh Dollars 


1. $50.00 a month for 113 months; or 


2- $100.00 a month for 53 months; or 


3- $500.00 cash and $100.00 a month for 


Suhr, Heinrich P., from 674 Prospect Ave., 
Ridgefield, N. J., to 312 W. 22d St., New 
York, N. Y. 

RETIREMENT 
Contract No. 46-800 
Z %.006.00 


47 months; or 
| 4- $1,000.00 and $100.00 a month for 42 


months; or 


Lutheran 


Brotherhoos: 


Minncapsiis, Minnesota 3 
ere. 
LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURA 


5. $500.00 cash and $50.00 a month for 
101 months; or 


6. $500.00 cash and $75.00 a month for 1 
year, then $50.00 a mo. for 82 months. 


Come to You! 


In building future security and in- 
come for yourself or for your depen- 
i dents, you must plan for guaranteed 


S cash dollars. 


L 


Information on the plan 
that guarantees cash dollars 
to you will be mailed on 
your request. There is no 
obligation to you. 


THERAN BROTHERHOOD 


LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE 


HERMAN L. EKERN, President 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD, Legal Reserve Life Insurance 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


I am interested in a guaranteed retirement income for myself. Please send information. 
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Lutherans 


THE LUTHERAN 


were Pioneers 


Tue LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICAN 
History 
by Abdel Ross Wentz, D.D. 


The whole history of Lutheran settlement 
in the new world, continued to the present day. 
Price, $2.00 


LuTHERAN Makers oF AMERICA 
by Ira Oliver Nothstein, D.D. 
Brief character studies of sixty-eight notable 
early American Lutherans. 
Price, $1.50 


PATHS IN THE WILDERNESS 
by C. E. Sparks 


A story of Lutheran pioneers in Georgia. 
Based on an interesting phase of colonial 


history. Price, $1.25 


ORDER FROM 


Our fathers were among the build- 
ers of America. Their contributions 
to political life, educational policies, 
and religious idealism had vast 
importance for today. Lutherans 
should know this record of nation 
building. We will be strengthened 
in loyalty to our country and to 
our church by it. Read about the 


Lutheran pioneers. 


AN EAGLE IN THE WILDERNESS 
by Margaret R. Seebach 
The Story of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 


a hero in the planting of the Church in the 


New World. 
Price, $1.00 


Henry Metcuior MUHLENBERG 
_ by William K. Frick, D.D. 
A complete biography of Muhlenberg in a 
little book, with much background material. 


Price, 75 cents 


LUTHERAN LANDMARKS AND PIONEERS 
IN AMERICA 
by William J. Finck 
Story of the Lutheran settlers and experi- 
ences in the early Lutheran communities. 
Price, $1.35 


UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA 


Chicago 


Columbia, S. C. 


Pittsburgh 


